APPENDIX A

CANNOCK CHASE AONB UPDATE for Brocton Parish Council

March 2023

Annual Conference 8 March 2023  was held at Brocton Hall Golf Club.  This was attended by about 80-90 people.  There was no list of attendees but there were some local residents and others representing interest groups, rather than all local authority representatives.  I was happy to be there to represent Brocton Parish Council.
AONB Team review

About 1800 people are now signed up to the e newsletter and the team now have a part time communication officer Samantha Hall, thanks to increased funding from DEFRA. CC has the highest density of footfall of any AONB as well as being the smallest.  Friends of CC were founded 75 years ago.  

Wildlife.  There is a good population of adders on CC but little is known about them – a survey by an amphibian and reptile group will be set up.  A deer management strategy group shows that numbers are increasing 757 (2018) to 1200 (2022).  WM Bird Club, Stafford Branch has just completed their 7th survey of breeding birds – this has been done every 5 years since 1992 – and produced a detailed booklet.  I have a copy of the booklet.
Consultants have been instructed to look at diversity and inclusion on CC.  
Funds have been obtained to enable a small section of the Toc H trail at Brindley to be fully accessible again with resurfacing of car park and trail for about 1km.  To improve our visitor welcome new Ramblers Walks are being developed and there are new boards for the RAF Hednesford Trail at Marquis Drive   One delegate noted that the toilets (SCC) at Marquis Drive are not fit for purpose and replacing and improving them would enhance visitor welcome and accessibility.  It was also pointed out that the visitor centre at Marquis Drive has been closed for some time.  We were told that it may be reopening soon. At Milford Hut the toilets (SBC) also need improvement and there is old signage, broken bollards, and so called rewilding which has resulted in an area of dog fouling in the long grass.  Pressure is needed from the AONB to make improvements so that people spend longer in the Milford area which, like Marquis Drive is a ‘non sensitive’ area.  The area is currently looked after by local residents.  
A future guardians scheme is being set up to work with young people especially scouts and guides and in schools and there will be further information in Libraries in May.
There are very ample funds available for Farming in Protected Landscapes and applications are invited from farmers on or near CC.

Chase through Time Project – County Archaeologist, SCC

Lidar is airborne laser scanning and the images show the ground with the vegetation stripped away.  To find out more and see the report and the interactive web based application go to the Historic England website www.historicengland.org.uk and search under ‘Chase through Time’.  It is fascinating.  As a result of the lidar survey 565 archaeological sites were identified, of which 436 were new.  It has given a window on the past for the 18th and 19th centuries before the Gt War Camps.  The legacy is understanding the past, telling our story and caring for our heritage. The plan is to develop a heritage strategy to try and make this history more attractive and visible without trampling all over it.  As one of the follow ups a team of volunteers looked at apples on CC as many of the trees are currently found in the same areas as Gt War hut bases.  However the apple type of these very small apples could not be identified and any relation to their siting and the huts appeared random.  The guess is that they grew from seeds in discarded apple cores and germination may have been helped by passing through deer and the disturbed ground.
Telling our Story

Brindley Village – book available at Gt War Hut.  Very interesting history.  The information has been collected and collated by the Brindley Village Legacy Group.
Chase Heritage Trail – This is suitable for walking, cycling and wellbeing and goes from Cannock over the Chase to Rugeley.  It is in need of updating.  Some money is available from Commonwealth Games to make improvements, redo and update boards, link with QR codes, and produce a new paper and digital maps.  Cannock Chase Council and Inspiring Healthy Lifestyles are leading on this project.
The speaker on HS2 projects was not able to be at the conference so the information was read out.  There is a £1.5 million environmental enhancement programme, some of which will benefit Shugborough and their wood pasture creation and planting to minimise the impact of a large and high embankment.  Castle Ring is one of 7 scheduled monuments in the AONB.  The Cannock Chase Council countryside officer said it was difficult to look after because of very limited funds.  It is a stronghold for an adder population.
In summary, Ian Marshall said that many of the projects of the AONB seem to be very compartmentalised.

I am still a member of the Visitor Management Task and Finish Group which meet occasionally.  Most of the content was very similar to that of the Conference.  At the last meeting in December it was suggested that cyclists and horse riders should be included in this group.  With regard to car parks the first one to be ‘improved’ is to be the Punchbowl but not much progress has been made while Highways undertake a feasibility study to look at entry and exit from the car park.  The Forestry Commission reported that the legacy of the Commonwealth Games with regard to the number of cyclists on Cannock Chase has shown that there was a far greater increase during the Covid lockdown period than following the Commonwealth Games and that the new facilities and trails are being well used.
Jane Christopher
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