
                                                                                 Minutes of meeting on 7.2.2024

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 7 February 2024, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Mrs B Smith (Vice Chairman), Mrs E Faunch and Mrs G Thomson joined the meeting at 7.40pm via zoom.
SCC Cllr John Francis and SBC Cllr Peter Edgeller.

5/24
Apologies – Cllr Mrs A Pugh – other personal commitment.
It was resolved to accept the apology as received.
6/24
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 
3 members of the public attended and the following matters were raised:

1. 2 residents raised concerns over a driveway access that is being created by the owners of Sunray, Cannock Road onto Brocton Cresent.  Brocton Cresent is an unadopted, private road, owned by the residents, who believe that this driveway access is being created onto land that the owners of Sunray do not own. The matter was discussed and it was resolved that there was nothing that the Parish Council could do, however, residents were advised to see their own legal and independent advice. SCC Cllr Francis agreed to speak with SCC Highways Officers and ask that the access being created is looked into, as Highway safety concerns had been raised.  Advice has been sought from SBC Building Control who have confirmed that they cannot intervene as Brocton Crescent is unadopted.
2. Parking in the village – various locational concerns were discussed, which were noted.  Wooden planting structure on Chase Road was mentioned, the Chairman advised that this has already been inspected by SCC Highways Officers and found to be acceptable.

3. Brocton crossroads – Cllr Francis advised that there were no developments on this matter to share.

Chairman thanked the residents for their attendance and both left the meeting at 8.00pm
4.
Jane Christopher provided an update following her attendance at the AONB Cannock Chase Task and Finish Group meeting on 17.12.2023.  AONB renamed National Landscapes, new logo developed.  New SAC Officer appointed – Georgina Sharp, who is looking at car park restoration. 2 additional Engagement Officers will be employed over the summer period.  Marquis Drive re-opened, weekends only.
Litter on Camp Road is disgusting.  Clerk reminded Cllr Edgeller that the Parish Council had previously asked for this to be followed up with Streetscene, Cllr Edgeller agreed to follow this matter up again. 

      Chairman thanked Jane for her attendance and feedback from the Task and Finish Group.
7/34
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No declarations of Interest were declared.
8/24
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6 December 2023 were approved and signed as a correct record.
b.  Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3 January 2024 were approved and signed as a correct record.
9/24
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 162/23 1 – Brook Lane. Matter was passed to Cllr Francis to follow up, site meeting suggested, to be arranged.  Matter is ongoing.  Cllr Francis requested the Clerk contact SCC’s Becky Fuller for site meeting date to be agreed.
Action - Clerk

b. 170/23f – Civic Amenity Visit dates have been confirmed by SBC.
10/24
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Francis confirmed the weight limit restriction through the village is being progressed.  Access will be maintained as/when required for appropriate vehicles. Cllr Francis raised his concerns about the proposed new entrance to Shugborough, believing it to be dangerous with commercial needs being put before road safety, SCC is proposing a 40mph speed limit from Wolseley Arms to Milford.  Chairman requested an update on the survey of traffic at Brocton crossroads – Cllr Francis agreed to follow this up. Blocked gullies are still an issue in the village and it was resolved that the Chairman will provide details to Cllr Francis who will follow this up.

Action – Chairman and Cllr Francis

BT Pole on A34 – confirmation has been received from Openreach, following a site survey, that the pole can be relocated further back on the highway verge and that Openreach will carry out the work.  Chairman commented that to date this work has not been completed.
11/24
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller advised there is no update on works at Manor Farm, at present. Chairman requested an update on the installation of ANPR cameras along the Milford to Brocton Road - no update available, at present, however, Cllr Francis advised that the yellow speed boxes are being fitted with ANPR cameras. 
12/24
PLANNING

Planning Matters considered between meetings:

a. 23/38426/23 – Deersbrook, Brook Lane, Brocton.  TPO 245 2001 (W1): Conifer x 4.  Remove to ground level to prevent further encroaching onto beech trees. Chestnut – appears to be in heavy decline, remove to ground level.  No objections presented by Cllrs, Cllr Mrs Faunch commented on poor quality of plan submitted, making it difficult to confirm property location. Comments submitted to Planning Authority on 21.12.23.  Clerk advised the response to comments received from SBC Tree Officer on 22.12.23 were as follows: provided it can be seen clearly where the tree is on a site, then the plan is considered sufficient, otherwise it would be requested for revision. The plan submitted with this Application has been reviewed and for locational purposes is sufficient. Tree Officer will use Google Maps for property locations, which is usually sufficient. 
New Planning Application:

b. 23/38556/HOU – White Gables, Pool Lane, Brocton.  Proposed development described as extension and alterations. Following due consideration of the proposals it was resolved to request Cllr Edgeller ‘call in’ the Application.  Concerns over the size of the proposals were discussed; too big and too tall, unsuitable given location to AONB/farmland. 
Action – Clerk and Cllr Edgeller

13/24
PLAY PARK

a. Monthly Inspection Report received.
b. Replacement of Play Park fencing was discussed. Clerk advised that it was necessary to obtain 3 quotes in accordance with the Finance Regulations. It was resolved that the Chairman and Clerk will progress actions needed to obtain the quotes and update full Council in due course.
Action – Chairman and Clerk

14/24
CLERKS REPORT

a. Trees along Walton Lane and fencing along Golf Club.  Tree surgeon has been engaged to carry out the work to the trees along Walton Lane – likely to have been completed by end of January.  Fencing is scheduled to be repaired during 2024, date not known, other priorities to be completed first.

b. Civic Amenity visits 2024 – dates all confirmed by SBC, details have been included in February Paper Chase, Parish Notice Boards and Parish website.

c. Precept request 2024/25. Request submitted to SBC on 4.1.2024, as approved at January meeting.
d. Mole Catching Agreement 2024. Details for 2024 have been confirmed and Agreement issued, cost to remain at £250.00.

e. TVCG meeting.  Next meeting to take place on 12.3.24, hosted by Stowe by Chartley Parish Council. 

f. Overgrown hedge along Pool Lane, by Brocton Lodge.  Matter has been raised with Clerk and Chairman by resident. It was resolved to write to residents of Brocton Lodge to establish responsibility for hedge maintenance.

Action – Clerk
g. Notice Board on Pool Lane. This has been removed following damage caused by recent high winds.  After discussion, it was resolved to replace Notice Board with a 2-bay Man-Made Timber Noticeboard at a cost of £1,832.93, including VAT.  It was resolved to proceed with this purchase. Cllr Francis advised submitting an Application to his Community Fund for 2024 to support with this purchase.

Action - Clerk

15/24
GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT 2024

a. It was resolved to appoint TGM as the grass cutting contractor for the 2024 season. Clerk to inform TGM accordingly.
Action - Clerk

b. Cllrs discussed the request from SCC for a pre-season cut before end of March and agreed this was not required. Clerk to advise SCC accordingly. 
Action - Clerk

c. Clerk advised Council that a review of the tender arrangements for the grass cutting contract from 2025 should be progressed, to ensure value for money was still being achieved for the parishioners of Brocton.  This was approved and Clerk will action this accordingly in due course.
Action - Clerk
16/24
FINANCE
a. To note Accounts previously paid: 
	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Monthly printing cost (20.11.23 – 19.12.23 and 20.12.23 – 19.1.24) – Debit card payments
	£8.32
£8.32
	£1.67
£1.67
	£9.99
£9.99

	Premier Laptop Parts Ltd
	HP Pavilion Laptop Battery - Debit card payment
	£24.00
	£5.00
	£29.99

	Katharine House Hospice – Just Helping
	Christmas Tree collection - Debit card payment
	£15.00
	Nil
	£15.00

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	Felling 3 trees in play park – cheque 201136
	£75.00
	£15.00
	£90.00


b. To approve the following payments:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Salary and expenses from 1–31January 2024 
	£544.37
	Nil
	£544.37

	HMRC
	PAYE for the period 6.12.23 – 5.2.24
	£256.20
	Nil


	£256.20


	Staffordshire Parish Councils Association
	Playground Safety Training Course
	£85.00
	 £17.00
	£102.00

	Stafford Borough Council
	Temporary Road Closure fee – carol singing event
	£127.00
	Nil
	£127.00

	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing – edition 70
	£116.90
	Nil
	£116.90

	SLCC
	Membership fees 2024
	£144.00
	Nil
	£144.00

	Wendy Galt
	Mole catching fees for the period 10.1.24 – 9.1.25
	£250.00
	Nil
	£250.00


c. Bank Reconciliation up to 16.1.2024 was accepted and approved.
Cllr Francis left at 9.20pm

d. Transfer of funds into Stafford Railway Building Society Account from Parish Bank Account was discussed and the transfer of £5,000 was approved.  Clerk to prepare cheque for presentation at March meeting.
Action - Clerk

e. The appointment of Kim Squires as Internal Auditor for 2023/24 was approved.  Clerk to action accordingly. 
Action – Clerk
f. Reserves for 2023/24, as presented by the Clerk, were discussed and the following was agreed: the following Reserve fund allocations were no longer required: 

1. Highways & Rights of Way Fund.  Fund of £2,500.25 to be transferred to General Asset Maintenance Fund.

2. Grass Cutting Fund.  Fund of £500.00 to be transferred to General Reserve.

The following Reserve Funds to remain:

3. Playing Field Equipment Fund. Reserve of £23,599.11 was approved.

4. Elections Fund. Reserve of £3013.39 was approved.

5. Community Events Fund. Reserve to be approved in March, due to anticipated expenditure for Easter Community Event.

Action – Clerk and Cllrs

6. General Asset Maintenance Reserve.  Reserve of £3,200.49 was approved, following transfer of £2,500.25 from removed Highways & Rights of Way Fund.

7. General Reserve. Reserve of £1300.00 was approved, following transfer of £500.00 from removed Grass Cutting Fund. 
Resident – Jane Christopher left at 9.30pm

17/24
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Easter activity was discussed.  Cllr Mrs Smith to progress. Clerk updated Council with donation of crème eggs from John German.  It was resolved to wait to see how many residents register for activity before deciding how many Easter eggs to purchase for hamper. March Agenda item.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
b. D-Day event was discussed.  Cllr Mrs Thomson to explore cost for a singer to join event. Cllrs and Village Hall Committee to discuss joint activity.  March Agenda item.

Action – Clerk and Cllrs

18/24
TRAINING

a. Cllr Mrs Thomson provided an update.  An anti-social behaviour initiative may be worth while exploring for 2025/26.  Funding would need to be in place, suggestion of contacting residents before Budget for 2025/26 was set, in order to gauge support for contribution towards funding salary for a Youth Worker.  Would need to work collaboratively with neighbouring Parish Councils. It was noted that incidents of anti-social behaviour in the village appear to have declined.  It was resolved to present this as an Agenda item for next TVCG to explore if any Parishes currently offer any youth engagement activity and if so, what is this?  Clerk will arrange for this to be added to the Agenda for the next TVCG meeting.
Action - Clerk

19/24
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Installation of BT Pole on A34 near junction with Sawpit Lane.  See Minute Ref 10/24 above.
b. Cllr Mrs Smith advised that a plan for FB posts is being organised, for approval by Cllr Mrs Thomson.  
Action – Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson

c. Village Road Safety – March Agenda item.
20/24
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Details of a Community Bus Service from Community Link was received and discussed.  It was resolved to publicise this around the village to explore if there was any interest.  Cllr Mrs Smith to prepare poster for display.  Clerk to inform Community Link.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk

b. Grant Funding request from Katharine House Hospice was received and discussed.  It was resolved Cllrs needed more time to consider details as presented by Katharine House before making a decision.  March Agenda item. 
Action - Clerk

c. Invitation from Mayor to visit Mayor’s Parlour on 4.3.2024 was received. All Cllrs expressed an interest in attending.  Clerk to arrange 9 places, if possible.
Action - Clerk

d. Consultation from Local Government Boundary Commission on DRAFT recommendations for Ward boundaries in Lichfield were received.  This was noted.
Meeting ended at 10.00pm
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