


Appendix A

Brocton Parish Council – Chairman’s Annual Report 
2022-23
Circulated at the Annual Parish Meeting on Wednesday, 24 May 2023

Please find below, details of the activities undertaken by the Parish Council during the financial year of 2022-23.
This has been a busy year for the Parish Council, with one of our first purchases at the start of the financial year being anti-theft devices for the phone kiosk housing the defibrillator.  This was necessary as it has now been stolen twice, since it was first installed in July 2018.
Let’s hope there will not be a 3rd theft.
Community events that have taken place, have all been well received. Visits from the Easter Bunny and Santa were 2 highlights worthy of note.  Halloween was fun too and it was lovely to see many parts of the village lit up.
Then there was the wonderful Platinum Jubilee celebrations, it was great to see so many residents join in, to see the village decorated in red, white and blue, to enjoy the celebrations in our park, along with the Beacon lighting, which will all be a special and lasting memory.  Thank you to our volunteers who helped with the celebrations, as well as our village hall committee members, we could not have achieved all that we did without their support.
Christmas was celebrated again in the village, with the display and decorating of the Christmas tree.  Thank you to everyone who helped decorate our village tree, it was a lovely sight to see and provided lots of festive cheer. The tree was very kindly donated by Brocton Nurseries, for which we were really grateful.
Many of you joined in with the carol singing on the village green and thankfully we were blessed with a dry, but chilly evening.  Thank you to members of Berkswich choir who came along to support and to our local residents for the lights around the green.  The mince pies and hot drinks were enjoyed by many residents in the village hall afterwards.
In addition, during Santa’s visit to the village, residents very generously donated to Katharine House Hospice and AED donate. John German supported this activity again, as did SBC Cllr Cooper – both of whom donated prizes.  We extend our thanks to them all. 


Play Park – we have been working with SCC Rangers and discussing options for the damage being done to the perimeter fence by the deer, as well as exploring ideas for speed deterrents to encourage drivers to slow down and protect the deer.  Part of this work was completed in April 2023, with further work still being explored.
Mrs L Badger kindly donated a picnic table and bench to the Parish Council, which was installed into the park over the summer, in memory of her late husband – Lew Badger.  Lew had served as a Parish Cllr for many years and the Parish Council was very proud to be able to support the family with this and agree to the picnic table and bench being installed in the park, for all residents to enjoy, whilst also having a lasting memory of Lew.
Some refurbishment work took place in October, this included some small grounds maintenance jobs, sanding/painting and general tidying. The park certainly looks much brighter as a result and thank you to all those who helped.  Further work is still needed and we will look to do this as soon as we can.
Civic amenity visits have resumed for 2023.  Please note upcoming dates: 1 July and 14 October 2023.
Planning Applications - during the year there have been a number of applications submitted and the Parish Council has responded to all of the applications that we were notified of.  Concern has been raised, on a number of occasions, about the surface condition of Brook Lane, from heavy construction lorries using the Lane, which is not designed for such heavy traffic.  Our concerns have been raised with both SCC and SBC, however, with little effect.  We will continue to present our concerns for any applications that are received for properties on Brook Lane to SCC and SBC and hope that residents of Brook Lane, who embark on property development works will work with their construction firm to ensure the surface condition is returned to the condition it was in prior to construction work commencing.
Speeding through the village, parking, increased volumes of traffic – these matters have all been raised previously and sadly, all of these continue to be an issue in the village and whilst there is little that the Parish Council can do about these matters, we have continued to make our SCC Councillor aware of these concerns.  SCC Cllr Francis is continuing to try and get the speed limit from Milford to Brocton reduced to 30mph and is keen to support improvements for Brocton crossroads. 
Cllrs Mrs Thomson has managed to successfully reinstate the Community Speed Watch activity in the village and has been supported by Cllr Mrs Pugh. The Parish Council will continue to do what it can to help reduce the speed of vehicles travelling through the village, for the safety of everyone.  Other ideas are being explored and we are working with Berkswich Parish Council to identify any joint activities.  Thank you to everyone who is supporting us, we cannot do this without you.  
We are also exploring the purchase of additional signage for the village, along Walton Lane, through the village – elderly crossing signs and other deer awareness signage.  To erect signs on the highway, we do need the approval of SCC Highways and we are seeking to obtain this.
Bus stop, Cannock Rd – opposite Chetwynd Arms.  This matter has been under discussion with SCC for some time now and we will continue to see how access to the bus stop for the safety of residents can be improved. Sadly, we come against the issue of a lack of resources to get any work done.  This is not a project the Parish Council can do itself, as the bus stop is on the main highway, but it will remain on the table for ongoing discussion with SCC.
Mobile phone coverage – we are aware that this is an issue for many residents and we do lobby the mobile phone providers for improvements, with little success.  It is a situation faced by many rural communities, which we hope will improve in the future. 
John German continue to be a valuable asset to the village – we thank them for their ongoing support. 
Parish Councillor vacancies – there are vacancies on the Parish Council and if anyone is interested in being co-opted onto the Parish Council, please speak to myself, your current Parish Councillors or the Clerk for more information. 
 
Finally, I wish to acknowledge the work of my fellow Parish Councillors, as well as our Borough Councillor – Andy Cooper** and our County Councillor – John Francis for all of their support.  All our Parish Councillors work tirelessly to help support their local community, some have young families and their own work commitments to balance, yet they still manage to volunteer for your benefit.
**It is with regret that I have to advise that our Borough Councillor stepped down from his Borough role, however, I am delighted to say that he is now the Mayor of Stafford.  At Brocton, we have been very privileged to have had the support of Cllr Cooper and we wish him the very best in his term of office as Mayor.
Cllr Cooper has been replaced by Cllr Peter Edgeller and we look forward to working with Cllr Edgeller for the benefit of our Parish.
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