APPENDIX A

CANNOCK CHASE NATIONAL LANDSCAPE ANNUAL CONFERENCE

25 April 2024, Aquarius Ballroom, Hednesford

Theme: NATURE RECOVERY

Conference Chair: Emma Johnson, Natural England Midlands Deputy Director

‘Nature’ is a wide term – deliberately, with many interpretations.  ‘Recovery’  is to move from decline, not necessarily back to what had been there in the past , and to look to the future with an increase in  resilience, large scale implementation, ‘joining up’  on the ground, and a funding base to deliver a long term plan.
Some interesting projects were highlighted, both in displays around the room and through short presentations.

Cannock Chase Adder Conservation Project.
We can all contribute to this project!  The Chase is an historic stronghold for adders but decline across the UK is mirrored here so they are vulnerable. With funding from DEFRA Farming in Protected Landscapes volunteers are being trained for surveying and we are all asked to help by recording adder sightings at www.recordpool.org.uk.  ARG hope the project will result in better habitat management for adders and the joining up of one block with the next so that they can be better protected.  To find out more contact Dr Angela Julian, ARG UK. angela.julian@arguk.org. (Amphibian and Reptile Group UK) or come to an outreach day, Adders are Amazing, at Marquis Drive on 30 May 2024.
Connecting Cannock Chase Project.  
This was originally set up in 2012 with the aim of connecting the heathland of Brindley with the heathland of the Sherbrook. The trees were cleared, fences put up along either side of Penkridge Bank Road (near the White House). and cattle were brought in to graze during the summer.  The funds ran out quite quickly  but the project is being re instated.  Forest England is leasing 26 hectares over 11 years to Staffordshire Wildlife Trust.  The cattle will be brought in again and will have GPS collars ‘no fence’ grazing which enables the grazier to see where they go and if any of the cows are not moving.  They will retain the fence as a safety measure.
Contact: Jeff Sim, Head of Nature Reserves, SWT.
Wood Pasture Restoration Project.   
This is part of nature recovery on the Shugborough Estate, near Stepping Stones, on the left hand side if you were walking to Seven Springs.  Funding has come from HS2 environmental enhancement projects.  The area has been fenced but not to keep people out as there are plenty of access points.  The mainly coniferous woodland is slowly being cleared from around the ancient trees (has to be done slowly so it is not too much of a shock to the system) and some longhorn cattle will graze with GPS collars to help create the grassy areas between the ancient trees.   Later in the year there will be guided walks into the area.
Contact; Jamie Burnett, Area Ranger NT Shugborough
Purple Horizons Project.  
Aims to build partnerships for nature recovery between Cannock Chase and Sutton Park and is run by Natural England.  They hope to link together and improve for nature small green areas such as commons, and small woods so that species have more space and become joined up
30 by 30 Project  
This is more general but aims to have 30% of land and water protected for nature by 2030.  Cannock Chase NL is doing well as the existing protected area is 31%.  However there is potential for more protection for nature with quarry restoration, and 24% of the NL farmland within agri environment schemes.  
SAC Wardens  
Two people have been appointed and will be a visible presence to raise awareness of important species and how to behave responsibility when out on Cannock Chase.  No details were given 
Other
Cannock Chase AONB/NL 5 year Management Plan is a statutory document which will help to look after Cannock Chase.  A draft will be published in Autumn 2004 with the final version by 1 April 2025.  We need to have a landscape for people and nature. We need to improve the welcome to Cannock Chase said Ian Marshall.  
We had some indication about how this might be done from an inspiring Zoom speaker, the National Trust Volunteering and Community Manager for Purbeck Heath, Dorset NL.  He has been hugely active in the community and has brought together landowners, volunteers, supporters, the Parish Councils, tourism and looked at opportunities to enhance nature, the local economy and how to benefit the people of the area.  Climate change and nature are now at the top of the agenda and they held a very successful Planet Purbeck Festival on those themes.
The day had been well organised by the Cannock Chase NL team with plenty of time to talk with the exhibitors and other people attending, as well as enjoying lunch.  On the table where I sat there were two councillors from Cannock Wood and on an adjacent table Councillor Ronald Turville from Hednesford Town Council.

 Details provided by Jane Christopher, as representative for Brocton Parish Council
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