
                                                                                 Minutes of meeting on 2.4.2025

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2 April 2025, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch (Vice Chairman), Mrs A Pugh, L Brownlow and J Howell.
Cllr Mrs B Smith joined via zoom.  Cllr Mrs G Thomson.
SBC Cllr P Edgeller.
32/25
Apologies: Chairman advised Apologies had been received from the PCSO’s.
33/25
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 
SCC Cllr Mrs A Edgeller attended. 

a. Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised of a new housing development on the main road through Milford, behind Bluebell Hollow, which was discussed at the latest Berkswich Parish Council meeting.  No further comments were made.
34/25
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
35/25
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5 March 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.
36/25
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 22/25b – bus service through Brocton. Details of this service have been advertised around the village.  Chairman advised that the bus stops along Pool Lane and Sawpit Lane will be reinstated by SCC.

Cllr Mrs G Thomson joined the meeting at 7.37pm.
b. 25/25b – refurbished play park equipment. Matter has been followed up with Berkswich Parish Council, who were informed to avoid this as there can be no guarantees that the equipment will meet with the required health and safety standards for play park equipment. All the equipment installed by Berkswich Parish Council has been purchased as new.

c. 27/25h – replacement Parish Council laptop. This has now been purchased, along with the associated software and other equipment. 

d. 29/25b – Book Swop volunteer. A thank you has been extended and an update provided, as per the discussions from the March meeting. Cllr Mrs Smith informed Council if agreement was given to the purchase of perspex and vinyl for new signage, arrangements could be made for signs to be produced at no further cost.  Cllrs confirmed their approval for Cllr Brownlow to obtain measurements, to allow costs to be identified. 
Action – Cllr Brownlow
37/25
SCC CLLRS REPORTS – Cllr Francis/Update from Cllr Mrs Edgeller
a. Cllr Francis did not attend the meeting.
b. Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised that Stafford Borough Council are considering creating a Town Council, no other details known at this time. Cllr Mrs Faunch asked, if this happened, how would this affect Parish Councils. Clerk advised that Parish Councils are not included in the current local government reorganisation.
38/25
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr P Edgeller advised there is no further update on the replacement bin in Sawpit Lane, near to Golf Club and that he will follow this up with Streetscene.  Cllr Edgeller provided a further update on the Planning Application for The Besoms, following a recent meeting with the owners of the adjacent property. It was noted that vegetation had been replaced and that no further action will be taken.
b. Appeal has been submitted for Planning Application at Brocton Crescent.  Clerk advised the details had been shared with Cllrs and this would be considered at the next Parish Council meeting in May, which will be within the timeframe for further comments to be submitted, should the Cllrs agree to this. 
Action – Clerk
39/25
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

a. Clerk advised there is no further information to share at present.  Refer to Minute Ref 37/25b above. 
40/25
PLANNING

a. Planning Applications considered between meetings: None
New Planning Applications received:
b. 25/40338/HOU – Bybruk, 30 Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Proposed single storey rear extension and internal alterations. Details sent to Cllrs on 26.3.25, via email.  No comments or objections raised, Clerk to inform Planning Authority accordingly.

Action - Clerk

c. 25/40388/HOU – The Old Dairy, Pool Lane, Brocton.  Proposed detached double garage. Details sent to Cllrs on 26.3.25, via email. Following a discussion Cllrs raised no comments or objections. Clerk to inform Planning Authority accordingly.
Action – Clerk
d. Cllr Howell provided the following update on the proposed housing development at Acton Hill, nr Wildwood following his recent attendance at a public meeting arranged by Acton Trussell Parish Council: 

· About 40-50 attendees including Gavin Williamson MP and at least 2 district councillors from Stafford Borough.
· Bednall, Acton Trussell (AT) and Teddesley Hay form the civil parish and are classified as Tier 4, Tier 5 and a hamlet respectively in terms of supporting any future housing development, i.e. insufficient services or facilities, such as shops.
· Planning application for 81 houses at Acton Hill (south of Wildwood) on good farmland, down from the earlier application of 150+ houses.  Not supported by Stafford BC.
· Independent inspector appointed with timescale for receiving evidence and reviewing this.
· If approved, anticipated impacts particularly on schools (local ones all full), local health services and roads, e.g. Acton Hill Lane would not cope and the A34 into Stafford is already in heavy use.
· Stafford BC is building 8,000 new houses, of which 2,000 were "earmarked" as for South Staffs DC.
· AT Parish Council has sought professional advice. Informed they need a neighbourhood plan (costing about £5,000) and a housing needs assessment (about £5,000). Currently have about £3,000 in reserves so considering crowd funding.
· If unable to stop the proposed development, then clear strategic plans would help to control future speculative developments.
8.00pm – PCSO Gareth Higgins arrived.  

Cllr Howell asked if Brocton PC has a Neighbourhood Plan, Clerk advised that we did not. After further discussion, it was resolved to be aware of the proposals and that no action was necessary, at this stage. 
41/25
PUBLIC SESSION, resumed
a. 8.10pm - Chairman adjourned the meeting and PCSO Higgins provided an update on the latest crime figures for the Parish, for which there are no real concerns to be aware of.  Section 59 Notices have been displayed over the Chase, which gives powers to the Police to seize any vehicles that are off-roading.  It has been noted that since the above has been in place, the number of incidents has decreased. 
Clerk raised the mobile Police Station visit and PCSO Higgins agreed to follow this up – visit requested for a Sunday in May.

Action – PCSO Higgins
8.20pm – Chairman thanked PCSO Higgins for the update and resumed the meeting.

42/25
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for March has been received.  There is a small amount of graffiti on the universal swing and several of the newly planted trees have died. Cllr Brownlow agreed to deal with the graffiti, Cllr Mrs Smith to provide cleaning solution. 
Action – Cllrs Brownlow and Mrs Smith
b. Cllr Mrs Faunch advised a quote had been received from Red Lynch for new surfaces and equipment, which she is currently reviewing. One point to note: Red Lynch advised the wooden beam did not need to be replaced, as the splits in the wood are a natural occurrence.  Quotes are being obtained from Wicksteed and Kopman. Cllr Mrs Faunch will keep the Council informed as further quote information is received. SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller suggested contacting Sally McDonald, SBC, to enquire if any grants are available to support with the park upgrade, Clerk will follow this up.
Action – Clerk, Cllrs Mrs Faunch, Mrs Smith and Brownlow
43/25
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

a. Clerk advised speakers for the evening are confirmed as:  Waste Minimisation Officer from SCC and SBC representatives from the Bee Friendly team.  A short video promoting a Hedgehog Highway project will also be shown. Final arrangements agreed.
44/25
CLERKS REPORT

a. Mobile Police Station visit to village. See Minute Ref 41/25a above. 
b. Email addresses/gov.uk domain.  Matter remains ongoing.
Action – Clerk 
c. Grass cutting review. This will commence in May 2025 and details will be presented to a future meeting for further discussion/action.

Action – Clerk and Chairman 
d. Revised National Planning Policy Framework. Booking for event for Cllr Howell is being progressed.

Action - Clerk

e. Marker posts on Pool Lane. Agenda item for May meeting, to discuss missing/damaged posts, to agree next steps and to clarify if SCC will meet costs for replacement/repairs.
Action - Clerk
f. Audit 2024/25. Meeting with Internal Auditor to take place on 16.4.2025.  Email accounts/Gov.uk domain to be discussed, following receipt of updated guidance within the Practitioners Guide: Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR).
Action - Clerk

45/25
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Amazon EU 
S.a.r.L
	Laptop stand – Debit card purchase.  Purchase approved at March meeting.
	£16.65

	£3.33

	£19.98


	Currys
	New Parish Council laptop and software - Debit card purchase. Approved at March meeting.
	£489.12
	£97.83
	£586.95

	TFM Farm & Country Superstore LTD
	Paint for refurbishment of Book Swop and picnic table in park. Debit card purchase.
	£37.74
	£7.56
	£45.30


b. Clerk presented updated details of expenditure against 2024-25 budget, following purchase of Parish Council laptop, which were reviewed and accepted. 
c. Bank reconciliation, up to 31.3.2025 was received and accepted. 
d. Clerk presented updated details of Ear Marked Reserves for 2024/25.  Final Reserves agreed as follows: Playing Field Equipment Fund = £21,474.11; Elections Fund = £3013.39; Community Events Fund = £331.87; General Asset Maintenance Fund = £1921.52 and General Reserve = £2100.00.
e. Council confirmed agreement not to request an External Limited Assurance Review and Chairman signed Certificate of Exemption accordingly. Clerk to inform external Auditors: Mazars accordingly.
Action – Clerk
f. Transition to electronic payments was discussed.  It was noted that despite the difficulties in getting this fully set up, the arrangements with the Co-op bank will continue to be progressed. Cllr Mrs Pugh advised she has almost completed the process.  Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson have misplaced information/not received details from the bank. It was resolved the Clerk will contact the bank to assist the Cllrs.  Cllrs Howell and Brownlow to be set up as authorised signatories in due course.
Action – Clerk
46/25
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Arrangements for Easter activity was discussed and finalised. 
b. Cllr Mrs Pugh provided an update on Brocton in Bloom: plan for planning location has been updated and will be circulated to Clerk for information, Cllrs and volunteers for approval.  Once approved, Licence to Plant can be applied for.  May meeting Agenda item.

Action – Cllrs and Clerk
c. Chairman provided an update following recent Litter Pick: 8 volunteers attended, including 2 PCSO’s, 21 bags of rubbish collected. Clerk to thank Streetscene for use of ‘Warning signs’, which were very useful, request to be made for use at future Litter Pick events. Cllr Mrs Faunch suggested a Paper Chase article to encourage a children’s litter pick, supported by parents, which was approved.  Litter Pickers and bags to be made available.  Clerk to prepare suitable article for approval.

Action - Clerk

47/25
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Cllrs discussed deer management on the Chase and it was resolved to invite SCC Cabinet member, Victoria Wilson to attend a future Parish Council meeting for this to discussed directly with SCC. Clerk to arrange.
Action - Clerk

b. Purchase of solar powered Speed Indicator Device (SID) to be moved to May meeting.  Cllr Brownlow to research prices.
Action – Cllr Brownlow
48/25
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2024/25.  Charity evening, 9 May 2025, Black and White Charity Night, which was noted – Cllrs to inform Clerk if interested.
Action – Cllrs
b. Wildlife and Birdcare Nature Recovery Project CIC. Cllrs expressed an interest in this and it was resolved to extend an invitation for CEO to meet with Cllrs Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh.  Cllrs approved extending details of grass cutting schedule, once details are finalised, with this company and invite them to submit a quote, if interested. 
Action – Clerk and Cllrs Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh
c. Annual Council and Mayor Making Ceremony.  To take place on Saturday, 17 May 2025.  This was noted. 
49/25
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. 30mph speed sign, Pool Lane – all Cllrs
b. Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr Mrs Pugh
c. Play Park improvements – Cllr Mrs Faunch and Brownlow
d. Parish website and email addresses - Clerk
e.  Electronic banking – Clerk and Cllrs
f. Purchase of a solar powered speed device – all Cllrs
g. Issues on Sawpit Lane: speeding around corner nr. Golf course and flood on corner nr. Golf course – Cllr Brownlow
Meeting ended at 9.35 pm
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