
                                                                                 Minutes of meeting on 5.3.2025

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 5 March 2025, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs Mrs E Faunch (Vice Chairman), Mrs B Smith, Mrs A Pugh, Mrs G Thomson, L Brownlow and J Howell.
SCC Cllr J Francis and SBC Cllr P Edgeller.
17/25
Apologies: Cllr Mrs B Smith, to leave meeting at 8.15pm – family commitment. 
Mrs G Thomson, to leave meeting at 9.00pm – family commitment. Both were noted and accepted. 
18/25
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 
SCC Cllr Mrs A Edgeller and PCSO Rebecca Mulholland attended. 

a. PCSO advised she has been a PCSO for a number of years, she knows the area but is new to the patch and will need some time to get an understating of the main issues/hotspots.  She will be our point of contact and will look into arranging for the mobile police station to visit the village, on a Sunday in May, actual date to be agreed.
b. See Minute Ref 22/25b below for information received from Cllr Mrs Edgeller.

19/25
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
20/25
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 6 February 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.
21/25
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 8/25d – 24/40034/FUL, The Besoms, Brook Lane, Brocton. Planning Authority has been advised, as follows: a site visit has been conducted, no objections made, noted that the land around the property is quite open, aware of concern to neighbouring properties from a privacy perspective, however, aware that the loss of private view is not within Parish Councils remit for comment.  It would be helpful to confirm that there has not been a breach of any previous Conditions or TPO, which we do not believe to be the case, and provided this is confirmed then we have no further comments to make. 

b. 8/25e – 25/40115/LDCPP, 6 Jarom, Walton Lane, Brocton. Planning Authority have been advised of no comment/objections.

c. 10/25j – Publication Scheme.  Updated document has been added to Parish Council website.

d. 11/25f – Printer. Replacement printer has been purchased and HP Printing contract cancelled. 

e. 12/25a - 2025 Litter Pick dates. The following dates were agreed: 23 March; 22 June ** and 21 September 2025, ** revised date.

22/25
SCC CLLRS REPORTS – Cllr Francis/Update from Cllr Mrs Edgeller
a. Cllr Francis provided an update on speeding concerns being progressed with Berkswich Parish Council, along the Milford Road into Brocton. A Speed Indicator device (SID) will be installed at Milford Common by Berkswich Parish Council.  The installation of 30mph repeater signs has been explored along Brocton Road, within the Berskwich Parish, which can only be installed where there is no street lighting or the route is a speed enforcement route. Travelling into Brocton, from Milford, the 30mph repeater signs are sufficient.  Cllrs agreed to explore the purchase of an additional SID in the future.  Cllr Francis will continue to monitor speed of traffic along this route.
b. Cllr Mrs Edgeller provided an update on the following: 
Bus service through Brocton to commence from 6 May 2025. Full details of bus route/timetable can be seen on FB Baswich Ward Matters. 

Cllr Mrs Edgeller mentioned Devolution and advised there will be no SBC elections in the future and there will be changes within SCC, but nothing has been confirmed. 
23/25
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr P Edgeller provided a further update on the Planning Application for The Besoms, refer to Minute reference 21/25a above. Cllr Edgeller advised there have been 2 Planning Applications submitted for the property, one for the house and one for the surrounding land, both of which have been approved. Cllr Edgeller confirmed, following further discussions with the Planning Authority, there has not been a breach in the Planning Applications and advised that negotiations are ongoing to resolve neighbours’ concerns.  This was noted and it was resolved that there was no further action required by the Parish Council.
24/25
PLANNING

a. Planning Applications considered between meetings: None
b. No New Planning Applications received:
25/25
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for February to follow.  Holes in perimeter hedge were raised, which will need to be repaired. Cllr Brownlow suggested installation of fencing in hedging, in stages, which was noted for future consideration. Cllr Mrs Thomson enquired if the Parish Council has a responsibility to display Notices for users of play park to be aware of deer droppings in park?  Clerk to approach insurance company for advice. Cllrs discussed increase in deer numbers in park and village, Cllr Mrs Edgeller suggested an approach to SCC Cabinet member, Victoria Wilson, to request a face-to-face meeting with Parish Council.  It was resolved the Clerk will follow this up.
Action - Clerk

b. Cllr Mrs Faunch advised enquires for play park improvements are progressing and quotes are being obtained. Refurbished play equipment was discussed, Clerk to follow up with Berkswich Parish Council.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs Mrs Faunch, Mrs Smith and Brownlow
26/25
CLERKS REPORT

a. Mature Road Users Safety Resource.  Details have been provided to WI contact, as agreed.
b. Mobile Police Station visit.  See Minute Ref 18/25a above.
c. Email addresses/gov.uk domain.  Matter remains ongoing.
Action – Clerk 
d. Missing waste bin, Sawpit Lane, near Golf Club entrance.  Matter reported to Streetscene on 11.2.2025, no response received or action taken to date.  Cllr Edgeller agreed to follow this up on behalf of the Parish Council. 
Action – Cllr Edgeller

e. Local Government re-organisation. The Parish Council needs to be aware of this, as it will have implications for all Parish Councils.  As/when information is received, Clerk will share this with all Cllrs.  Item to remain an Agenda item from April onwards.
Action - Clerk
f. Review of grass cutting contract.  Clerk to provide Chairman with possible dates.
Action - Clerk

g. Revised National Planning Policy Framework. Extract from NALC’s Chief Executives bulletin shared with Council. NALC offering training event in Oct 2025, where details regarding the new planning landscape and how this will affect Parish Councils – Cllr Howell may be interested in attending and will advise Clerk accordingly. Cllr Mrs Thomson expressed an interest if Cllr Howell is unable to attend. 
Action – Cllr Howell
27/25
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HP Instant Ink
	Final Monthly printing cost (20.1.25 – 19.2.25)
Direct Debit payment
	£9.99

	£2.00

	£11.99


	Currys
	Replacement Printer - Debit card purchase. Approved at February meeting.
	£233.33
	£46.66
	£279.99


b. To approve the following payments: 

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT 
	Total Paid

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for February 2025 
	£573.02
	Nil
	£573.02

	HMRC

	PAYE for the period 6.2.25 – 5.4.25
	£270.80
	Nil
	£270.80

	Brocton Village Hall
	Hire of village hall for Parish Council meetings 2024/25
	£250.00
	Nil
	£250.00

	Gillian Davies
	Clerks’ salary and expenses for March 2025 **
	£567.62
	Nil
	£567.62


 ** to be paid on 31.3.2025
c. Clerk presented details of expenditure against 2024-25 budget, which was discussed and accepted. 
d. Bank reconciliation was received and accepted. 
e. Clerk presented details of Ear Marked Reserves for 2024/25.  Cllrs approved transfer of £1000.00 from Community Events fund to General Reserve.  Final Reserves agreed as follows: Playing Field Equipment Fund = £21,474.11; Elections Fund = £3013.39; Community Events Fund = £331.87; General Asset Maintenance Fund = £2468.38 and General Reserve = £2100.00.
f. Transition to electronic payments still being progressed.  It was resolved to pay the annual hire fee for the Village Hall electronically, which the Clerk and Chairman will approve. Clerks’ salary also to be paid electronically, which the Chairman (Cllr Bates) and Vice Chairman (Cllr Mrs Faunch) will arrange and approve.
Action – Clerk, Chairman and Vice Chairman
g. Clerk presented details of the updated Financial Regulations following transition towards electronic banking. Clerk advised the following change had been discussed and accepted by the Internal Auditor: Para 7.4 amended as follows: ‘The Service Administrator shall set up all items due for payment online.  A list of payments for approval, together with copies of the relevant invoices, shall be presented, by the RFO at a full Council meeting, for approval by two authorised signatories. Internal Auditor advised that, despite the systems operated by the Bank, the Parish Council safeguards that were in place were robust enough. It was resolved to adopt the revised Financial Regulations. Clerk to update the Parish Council website accordingly. 
Action - Clerk

h. Cllr Mrs Smith provided an update to Council regarding the Parish Council laptop, which is in need of replacement, as it is very slow and will not be compatible with Microsoft Windows 11 from October 2025, when support for Windows 10 will be withdrawn by Microsoft.  It was resolved to provide the Clerk with appropriate replacement IT equipment.  Full cost details not yet know, however, the purchase of the new equipment will be arranged over the coming months and reported to full Council for information. This was acknowledged and approved. 
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith

28/25
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Arrangements for Easter activity was discussed and agreed.  Cllr Mrs Smith will prepare all trail paperwork, for collection from her house.  Trail signs to be displayed around the village from Weds 9.4.25. Cllr Mrs Faunch proposed prize giving for completed Easter trail to take place in the village hall, rather than the Parish play park (for this year only) due to the absence of Cllr Mrs Smith – this was agreed. All completed entries to be returned to the village hall on 12.4.25.  Event to be publicised on FB – Cllrs to arrange. Interested parties to register with Clerk.  Easter bunny will be at village hall.  John German have donated crème eggs and Clerk has secured Easter egg donation, for winner, from Morrisons Daily, Farmdown Rd, Baswich. Cllr Mrs Smith will provide First Aid kit for use at village hall, if required. It was noted no first aider will be available on 12.4.25, Clerk to update Risk Assessment accordingly. 
Action – Cllrs and Clerk
Cllr Mrs Smith left the meeting at 8.05pm

b. Cllr Mrs Thomson reminded Cllrs about the suggestion of the WhatsApp group, with members of the village hall committee, to help co-ordinate events between the Parish Council and village hall – that not been progressed. A discussion took place about some confusion over events, Cllrs to resolve matters outside of Parish Council meeting. 
Action – Cllrs

29/25
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Road safety – Cllr Mrs Thomson advised Speedwatch activity is now being co-ordinated by Valerie Bates. Activity will re-commence as the weather improves. 
b. New Volunteers for the Book Swop were discussed.  Cllr Brownlow expressed a desire for the Book Swop to remain an asset for the community.  It was resolved the Clerk will contact volunteers, thank them for their interest and support, update them regarding plans to replace ‘Telephone’ signs in kiosk, explore suggestion of social media for Book Swop and to advise all activity must be agreed, in advance, by Council.  Clerk to keep Council informed of future activity proposed by volunteers to ensure approval is secured.

Action – Clerk
Cllr Mrs Thompson left the meeting at 9.15pm
30/25
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2024/25.  Race Night, 4 April 2025, White Eagle Club.  C/d for applications: 26 March 2025, which was noted – Cllrs to inform Clerk if interested.
Action – Cllrs
b. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2024/25. Charity evening, 9 May 2025. HOLD the date – interested Cllrs to advise Clerk.

Action – Cllrs
c. CPRE Staffordshire – local charity that campaigns to protect, promote and enhance Staffordshire’s countryside and green spaces.  Annual membership is £60.00, which was noted, however, it was resolved not to become a member
31/25
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Acton Hill development – Cllr Howell
b. Community Events, including Brocton in Bloom – all Cllrs
c. Road Safety
d. Play Park improvements – Cllr Mrs Faunch and Brownlow
e. Parish website and email addresses - Clerk
f.  Electronic banking – Clerk and Cllrs
g. Purchase of a solar powered speed device – all Cllrs
Meeting ended at 9.40 pm
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