
                                                                                 DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 7.5.2025

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 7 May 2025, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllr R Bates (Chairman), Cllrs J Howell (Vice Chairman), Mrs A Pugh, Mrs E Faunch and Mrs B Smith.  Cllr L Brownlow arrived at 7.45pm.

SBC Cllr P Edgeller and SCC Cllr Mrs A Edgeller.
57/25
Apologies: Cllr Mrs G Thomson – illness.  It was resolved to accepted the apology as received.
58/25
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 
a. PCSO Rebecca Mulholland attended and provided an update on BBO’s on the Chase and in some car parks/laybys – there have not been any fires as a result.  She has seen the tractor travelling through the village, as previously advised of, is aware of potential breach of weight limit and damage to marker posts along Pool Lane and has passed the matter onto the road safety team to deal with.  Situation is being monitored.  No other matters to raise and Rebecca left at 7.35pm to attend an incident. 

b. One resident attended and raised the matter of Brocton crossroads and asked for an update, as this has now been ongoing for over 35yrs and nothing has changed.  Chairman advised resident that a meeting had taken place with SCC Cllr Francis (who has since retired), our new SCC Cllr is Mrs A Edgeller, who agreed to follow up on this matter on behalf of the Parish Council.  There was a brief discussion about Manor Farm and Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised that she believes this is tied up with the crossroads, she will raise this when she meets with SCC Highways Officers and acknowledged this is a dangerous area.

Public Session closed at 7.40pm.
59/25
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
60/25
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2 April 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.
61/25
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 36/25d – Book Swop. Cllr Brownlow advised the perspex will be measured shortly, Cllr Mrs Smith to support with new signage

Action – Cllrs Mrs Smith and Brownlow

b. 40/25b – 25/40338/HOU, Bybruk, 30 Old Acre Lane, Brocton. Planning Authority have been advised as per agreement at meeting on 2.4.2025.
c. 40/25c – 25/40388/HOU, The Old Diary, Pool Lane, Brocton. Planning Authority have been advised as per agreement at meeting on 2.4.2025.

d. 45/25e – Audit Exemption from External Review.  Clerk advised external Audit is required due to levels of expenditure during 2024/25 being over £25,000.
e. 45/25f – Electronic banking. Cllr Mrs Pugh advised she has almost completed the process and will contact the bank to establish what else is needed, Cllr Mrs Smith agreed to contact the bank also.
62/25
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Chairman welcomed Cllr Mrs Edgeller to Brocton Parish Council and congratulated her on her success in being elected.  Clerk to write to former SCC Cllr John Francis and thank him for all of his support, generosity and hard work for the Parish Council over several years and to wish him well for the future. 
Cllr Mrs Edgeller provided an update on the bus service, which she believes is being quite well used.  Cllr Brownlow asked if the number of users is obtained, which Cllr Mrs Edgeller agreed to follow up. Potholes have been repaired on Milford Rd, near to the indian restaurant and mini-island; Berkswich Parish Council are considering the purchase of land on Old Croft Rd – lefthand side towards Milford, as there is concern for future development; is working with Acton Trussell Parish Council to stop development at South Staffs who are looking to fund a Neighbourhood Plan. A planning application is expected for Milford towards the end of summer.  Brocton crossroads – has noted the concerns and will continue to progress this. Is speeding along Sawpit Lane/Pool Lane an issue?  Cllrs confirmed it was, Chairman advised that Speedwatch activity in the village has commenced again.
Chairman and Cllr Brownlow informed Cllr Mrs Edgeller that flooding on Sawpit Lane, near entrance to golf club has been an issue for many years, flooding also happens near the Church and at the end of Walton Lane.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Edgeller

63/25
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller advised he had no specific update to share.  Chairman reminded Cllr Edgeller about the missing bin near the golf club which needs to be replaced.
64/25
PLANNING

a. Planning Applications considered between meetings: None
New Planning Application Appeal received:
b. Appeal 24/39316/LDCPP – 18 Brocton Crescent, Brocton.  The appeal follows the refusal of Certificate of Lawfulness for proposed use or development by Stafford Borough Council.

The reason for refusal is the proposal is considered to result in a material change of use of the land and as such would constitute development under the terms set out in Section 55(1) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.  This is an appeal relating to a Lawful Development Certificate application which requires an assessment as to the lawfulness of the proposal solely having regard to the relevant legal tests. The relative planning merits of the proposal are not relevant and cannot be considered as part of this appeal.  Cllrs reviewed the documentation from the SBC Planning website for this Appeal, in particular the SBC Officers Report d/d 11.7.24 and 5.9.24, and concerns were raised that the original comments, as presented by the Parish Council on 5.8.2024, would not be presented to the Planning Inspectorate. After further discussion, it was resolved the Clerk will ensure the comments from August 2024 are provided to the Planning Inspectorate and confirm these comments still apply, regardless of the number of children at the property.  Additional comments: Safety of the children is of prime concern, LAC are at greater of absconding, proximity of property to very busy highway – A34.
Action - Clerk

65/25
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for April has been received.  Chairman advised graffiti has been removed and will tend to saplings, where possible. 
Action – Cllr Bates
b. Cllrs agreed for annual park inspection to be arranged, which Clerk will progress.
Action - Clerk
c. Cllr Mrs Faunch advised quotes for improvements are still being obtained.
Action – Cllrs Mrs Faunch, Mrs Smith and Brownlow
d. Cllrs discussed the site for a new memorial bench, to be donated by the Brownies.  Location near bottom of park, near basketball court was agreed.  Cllr Mrs Smith to progress with Brownies and keep Clerk updated. Chairman advised a painting party is needed to help with some necessary refurbishment of playground equipment, etc.  Date to be agreed. It was resolved to include an article in the Paper Chase asking for volunteers – Clerk to draft suitable article. 
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk

66/25
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

a. Cllrs commented that speaker from SCC was excellent and very knowledgeable – Clerk advised that a ‘thank you’ email had been sent.  Cllrs discussed lack of attendance from residents, which was very disappointing.  For 2026 meeting, Cllrs suggested inviting Shugborough, possibly Sir Gavin Williamson and possibly provide a buffet for attendees to enjoy.  Clerk to explore attendees and raise matter again with Cllrs nearer the date.
Action - Clerk

67/25
LOCAL GOVERNMENT RFEORGANISATION

a. Clerk advised there is no information to provide at this stage.
Resident left meeting at 8.40pm
68/25
CLERKS REPORT

a. Mobile Police Station visit to village. Date has been arranged as Sunday, 1 June 2025, from 1pm – 4pm.  Details to be included in Paper Chase. Cllr Mrs Faunch agreed to be available to allow Officers to use the village hall, if needed.
Action – Cllr Mrs Faunch

b. Smart Alert details have been provided to all Cllrs and details will be included in the next Paper Chase.  It was noted that Smart Alert has effectively replaced Neighbourhood Watch. 
Action – Clerk 

c. Missing 30mph speed sign on Pool Lane. This has now been accepted by SCC Highways and a non-urgent works order has been logged.
d. Revised National Planning Policy Framework. Booking for event for Cllr Howell is being progressed.

Action - Clerk

e. Marker posts on Pool Lane. Recent damage to marker posts, near to Brook Lane (opp Old Coach Lane) was reported to the Police – see Minute Ref 58/25a above. Cllrs discussed what to do about damaged/missing posts and noted this situation is likely to continue.  It was agreed; therefore, advice should be obtained from SCC Highways Officers about what our options are.  Clerk to request meeting SCC Highways Officers, SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller agreed to help facilitate and attend the meeting 
Action – SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller, Chairman and Clerk
69/25
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Tesco
	Parish meeting purchases – Debit card purchase.  
	£4.90

	Nil

	£4.90



b. To approve Accounts for payment:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	G Davies
	Clerks’ salary 1-30 April 2025 and expenses
	£582.92

	Nil

	£582.92


	HMRC
	PAYE & Employer NI for the period 6.4.25 – 5.5.25
	£174.40
	Nil
	£174.40

	Staffs Parish Councils Association
	Annual subscription 2025-26
	£315.22
	Nil
	£315.22

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	30.4.2025: village cuts 1.2 &3; village green x 2 cuts; extra verge A34; highway verge Brocton Cres., verge on A34 from telegraph pole, banks in Pool Lane.
	£574.26
	£114.85
	£689.11

	Mrs K Squires
	Annual audit fee 2024-25 (internal audit)
	£162.60
	Nil
	£162.60


c. Clerk confirmed receipt of Precept payment on 14.4.25, £8260.00. 
d. Clerk presented details for End of Year AGAR 2024/25:
i. Reports from Internal Auditor were received and noted.
ii. Bank Reconciliation, as at 31.3.2025, was received and accepted.

iii. Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 was completed, approved and signed by Chairman.

iv. Accounting Statements 2024/25 were reviewed, approved and signed by Chairman.

v. Period of Public Rights Notice was noted and accepted.

vi. Mrs K Squires was considered and approved as Internal Auditor for 2025/26.
e. Transition to a gov.uk domain was discussed and approved, with Re-coded Solutions.  Email addresses for Clerk to be included and all Cllrs, as required.  Clerk to progress. 
Action – Clerk

70/25
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Brocton in Bloom was discussed, Cllr Mrs Pugh advised proposed planting areas had been agreed.   Application for Licence to Plant was approved, Clerk to progress.  

Action – Clerk

b. Christmas community events were discussed and the following was approved:
· Carol singing on village green: Sunday, 14 December.  Clerk to inform choir and secure attendance. 
Action - Clerk

· Father Christmas visit: Saturday, 13 December.
· Halloween: Saturday, 26 October.
71/25
PAPER CHASE

a. Community events dates, as agreed at 70/25b above to be included in Paper Chase.
Action - Clerk

72/25
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Damaged/missing marker posts – Pool Lane. See Minute Ref 68/25e above for details.
b. Cllr Brownlow raised matter of speeding (Sawpit Lane) around corner, near golf course – potential for accidents. Chairman advised a new speedwatch point had been approved, outside play park, which will hopefully catch any offenders travelling into village from Sawpit Lane.  Meeting with SCC Highways, Parish Council and Cllr Mrs Edgeller to consider options available to slow down drivers – see Minute Ref 68/25e above.
Action – Clerk, Cllrs and SCC Mrs Edgeller
73/25
CORRESPONDENCE

a. ‘Thank You’ letter from Katharine House Hospice was noted, following recent donation.
b. Invitation to Shakespear Gala Performance of Hamlet – 26 June 2025 was received.  Interested Cllrs to inform Clerk.
74/25
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Play Park improvements – Cllr Mrs Faunch and Brownlow
b. Purchase of a solar powered speed device – all Cllrs
Meeting ended at 9.45 pm
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