
                                                                                 Minutes of meeting on 4.6.2025

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 4 June 2025, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Cllrs Mrs A Pugh, Mrs E Faunch, Mrs B Smith and L Brownlow. In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman, Cllrs approved Cllr Mrs Smith to Chair the meeting.
SCC Cllr Mrs A Edgeller.
75/25
Apologies: Chairman R Bates – on holiday, Cllr Mrs G Thomson – illness and Vice Chairman J Howell - illness. 
SBC Cllr P Edgeller – meeting clash.  It was resolved to accept the apologies as received.
76/25
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 1 member of the public attended and raised the following matter:
a. Mobile phone reception – is there any update on this, as reception remains very poor within the village? Cllr Mrs Smith advised resident that the Parish Council had previously contacted all providers and the general advice received was that residents should be using mobile devices to make calls instead of landlines, as this should be more reliable.  Cllrs advised that EE would appear to provide the best coverage within the village, however, it was acknowledged that location within the village was a significant factor to receiving good signal.  Cllr Brownlow commented on the possibility of village wifi mesh, which would be costly and possibly not of interest to many residents. Loss of landlines is a concern, along with loss of power in the village. Cllrs advised that those who work from home use wifi calling, which seems to be satisfactory, Cllr Mrs Edgeller agreed to raise matter with SCC to see if there was any advice they could offer. After further discussion, it was agreed Clerk will review previous responses from providers and include an update in the next Paper Chase as a reminder of action taken by Parish Council on this matter.  Residents also to be asked to provide details of examples where poor signal has been an issue, which can be considered further. 
Cllr Mrs Smith thanked resident for raising this matter.  

Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Edgeller

Public Session closed 7.43pm
77/25
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. Clerk recorded a general interest from Cllr Brownlow in Minute Ref 88/25a, which was noted.
78/25
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Annual Council Meeting held on 7 May 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.
b. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 May 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.
79/25
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 64/25b – Appeal 24/39316/LDCPP – 18 Brocton Crescent, Brocton.  Comments, as presented to SBC Planning Authority in August 2024, were forwarded to the Planning Inspectorate on 8.5.2025 – details were provided to all Cllrs, via email.

b. 65/25b – Annual Park Inspection.  This has been arranged with Wicksteed and will be carried out within the next 12 weeks.

c. 68/25e – meeting with Cllr Mrs Edgeller and SCC Highways Officers.  Meeting has been arranged for 15 July 2025, Chairman and Clerk to attend.

d. 69/25d – end of year AGAR 2024-25. Documentation has all been submitted to the External Auditors, website has been updated and all relevant Notices displayed.
80/25
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised Cllrs of SCC Highways Public meeting on Thursday, 5 June, from 3pm – 7pm at Stafford Cricket and Hockley Club on Riverway.  Further works are necessary to bridge at Radford Bank. Clerk confirmed Cllrs had been informed of this event, via email, on 1.6.25 and details had been added to the Parish website for residents’ information.  Discussion took place about what is happening at SCC, following election of Reform and Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised Parish Council to monitor situation. Clerk raised concerns about potential impact upon grass cutting grant from SCC, which has not yet been paid. It was noted that changes to planning is of concern, as Stafford does not have a Local Plan.  Cllrs discussed the need for a Neighbourhood Plan and it was resolved to add this to future Agendas for further discussion.  An article for the next Paper Chase was suggested, to explore if any appropriately experienced residents in the village would be able to help?
Action - Clerk

81/25
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller did not attend.
82/25
PLANNING

a. Planning Applications considered between meetings: None
New Planning Applications received:
b. 25/40494/LBC – German Cemetery, Camp Rd, Brocton. Masonry repairs to Hall of Honour, the Zeppelin Terrace and east wall to the Courtyard and garden walls. No comments or objections raised, Clerk to inform SBC Planning authority accordingly.
c. 25/40646/TWT – Speedwell, 16 Old Acre Lane, Brocton. TPO 566 2013: 3 x Ash – reduction of branches to provide 1.5m clearance from cables. No objections raised.  Clerk to inform SBC Planning authority accordingly.

Action - Clerk

83/25
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for May has been received.  Request for TGM to strim nettles around perimeter. 
Action - Clerk
b. Cllr Mrs Faunch advised quotes for improvements are still being obtained, she is meeting with Kompan next week.  Request for Clerk to contact Wicksteed to establish if they are interested in providing a quote – Cllr Mrs Faunch will meet them.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch
d. Cllrs discussed the site for a new memorial bench, to be donated by the Brownies.  Location was agreed, Clerk to inform Brownies, Cllr Mrs Smith to support Brownies, if required.  Purchase of memorial plaque was approved, if required. Clerk advised 3 volunteers had offered to help with refurbishment of play park equipment/general tidying, which the Cllrs were very grateful for and the date of Saturday, 12 July, 1pm-4pm was agreed. Clerk to inform volunteers and Cllrs not present.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk

84/25
LOCAL GOVERNMENT RFEORGANISATION

a. Clerk advised there is no update to provide at this stage.  The SPCA have arranged an online briefing, which the Chairman has already attended and the Clerk will attend next week.  Details from this briefing will be shared at the next Parish Council meeting.
Action – Clerk and Chairman

85/25
CLERKS REPORT
a. New email addresses/gov.uk domain. Domain has now been requested and is being progressed. SCC have been requested to prepare a backup of the current website, when completed Re-Coded Solutions can progress the website transition.  Email addresses will be available in due course, with a re-direct arrangement put in place, by SCC, for the Clerk’s email address.

b. Insurance 2025/26. Premium has been paid, approved by Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch. Clerk has requested updated details from Zurich, following new asset purchases – this is outstanding and is of concern. Matter will be followed up by Clerk and Council updated in due course. 
c. Revised National Planning Policy Framework. After consideration, it was resolved to delay booking this event until an update on Cllr Howell’s health was known.
86/25
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Tesco
	Parish Council stationery – Debit card purchase.  
	£9.42

	£1.88

	£11.30


	Zurich Municipal
	Annual Insurance premium 2025-26
	£835.53
	Nil
	£835.53


b. To approve Accounts for payment:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	G Davies
	Clerks’ salary 1-31 May 2025 and expenses
	£588.32

	Nil

	£588.32


	HMRC
	PAYE & Employer NI for the period 6.5.25 – 5.6.25
	£174.40
	Nil
	£174.40

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	30.5.2025: village cuts 4&5; village green x 2 cuts; extra verge A34; highway verge Brocton Cres., verge on A34 from telegraph pole, banks in Pool Lane; Sawpit Lane play field.
	£489.18
	£97.84
	£587.02

	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing
	£95.85
	Nil
	£95.85


c. Cllr Mrs Pugh advised electronic banking still is not in place, Co-operative Bank are following this up directly with her.  Cllr Mrs Pugh will provide update at next meeting.  Cllr Mrs Smith advised her access to electronic banking remains outstanding.  After further discussion, it was resolved to arrange for Cllr Brownlow to be set up as an authorised signatory and electronic banking, which the Clerk will progress and keep Cllr Brownlow informed.  
Action – Clerk and Cllr Brownlow
87/25
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Brocton in Bloom was discussed, Cllr Mrs Pugh suggested an approach to Dobbies/B&Q to explore donation of bulbs, Clerk will progress. Clerk advised the Licence to Plant Application requires details of locations and planned planting to be provided on maps, with a scale of 1:1250, which we do not currently have.  Cllr Mrs Faunch agreed to look into this and provide an update – Clerk asked if maps for the whole village could be obtained, as these would be useful, not only for Brocton in Bloom, but for the grass cutting contract review.  It was noted this may be costly and it was agreed to wait for an update from Cllr Mrs Faunch before progressing. 

Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch
88/25
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Cllr Brownlow provided an update on geo cache activities in the village.  Cllrs raised no objections and Cllr Brownlow will arrange suitable activities within the village.
Action – Cllr Brownlow

89/25
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Invitation to Charity Golf Day – 10 July 2025, South Staffordshire Golf Club was received and noted.  
90/25
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Play Park improvements and play park activity on 12.7.25 
b. Purchase of a solar powered speed device 
c. Neighbourhood Plan 

d. Brocton in Bloom 

e. Local Government Reorganisation

f. Electronic banking – Unity Trust bank

Meeting ended at 9.10 pm
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