
                                                                                  Minutes of meeting on 2.7.2025

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2 July 2025, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Chairman Cllr R Bates, Vice Chairman Cllr J Howell, Cllrs Mrs A Pugh, Mrs E Faunch, Mrs B Smith, Mrs G Thomson and L Brownlow.

SCC Cllr Mrs A Edgeller joined the meeting at 8.10pm
91/25
Apologies: No Apologies received.
92/25
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION 
a. 1 member of the Public attended – Jane Christopher who provided a summary of the Cannock Chase National Landscape Conference - 2025, as follows:

New Management Plan, focus of conference was Delivering Change.  Various attendees were present and delivered updates: Beaudesert Trust – outdoor centre for young people, tour of house available; Shugborough – arcadia garden, new planting – trees/plants all will support each other.  Garden will open when all works completed in April 2026; Staffs Wildlife Trust – have taken over area near White House from Forestry Commission, Guided Walk on 31.7.25; SAC Partnership – involved in working with people/dog owners to educate them about walking with dogs on the Chase; SCC – cattle still grazing around Moors Gorse, thinning birches at Brocton Coppice; Chase Fit – advertising walks, etc; Farming & Protected Landscapes – possible opportunities for grants.
There has been an increase in tree planting from 6% in 1990’s to 25%, with an aim to achieve 33%. Message; use children to help protect the Chase.  Green Funding may present a funding opportunity. 

Chairman thanked Jane for her attendance at the Conference and for the update provided.  The Public Session closed at 7.55pm.
93/25
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
94/25
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 June 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.
95/25
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 83/25a – strim nettles in park.  Contractor has been asked to do this, Cllr Mrs Smith will confirm work has been competed, at next park inspection.
b. 85/25b – Insurance 2025/26. Clerk confirmed that concerns have now been resolved, and details updated by Zurich.
96/25
SCC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Mrs Edgeller.  Deputy Police Commissioner has been invited to meeting on 15.7.25 between SCC Highways and Parish Council, Brocton crossroads to be discussed, Chairman advised that traffic count promised by SCC has never been provided to Parish Council. Cllr Mrs Edgeller is meeting with Chaserider and SCC to explore getting more passengers onto buses.
97/25
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller did not attend.
98/25
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

a. Clerk and Chairman summarised SPCA online briefing, as follows; SOT is a unitary authority, rest of Staffordshire falls within SCC, Unitary Councils are the Government’s desired way forward. Strategic Authorities will be created, population of 1.5 million and will deal with transport, housing strategy, skills, health and economy, with an elected Mayor. SCC and SBC have submitted outline proposals to Government, Staffordshire as a County is unlikely to be broken up, no known impact for Parish Council at present. Parish Councils encouraged to have a Neighbourhood Plan.

Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised of the possibility of a Town Council being created. 
99/25
PLANNING

a. Planning Applications considered between meetings: None
New Planning Applications received:
b. 25/40695/HOU – The Spinney, Brocton Heights, Brocton. Proposed single storey side extension with roof terrace and garage conversion. After discussion it was resolved Cllrs to provide Clerk with comments for presentation to Planning Authority.
Action - Cllrs

100/25
PLAY PARK
a. Inspection Report for June was received and noted.  Cllr Mrs Pugh commented on dogs being taken into park.  Signage on park gate clearly states only assistance dogs are allowed in park.  It was resolved to include an article in next Paper Chase, Cllr Mrs Thomson will provide suitable article to Clerk.  Cllr Mrs Thomson commented that dog fouling on footpaths is an issue, it was resolved the Clerk will request Dog fouling signs from Streetscene for display around the village.  Cllr Mrs Edgeller will arrange a visit from Streetscene to review the area.
Action – Cllr Mrs Edgeller, Cllr Mrs Thomson and Clerk

b. Receipt of quote for park improvements from Wicksteed Leisure was noted, Clerk provided details to Cllr Mrs Faunch. Still awaiting receipt of quote from Kompan.  Cllrs to discuss further once all quotes received and bring an update to a future meeting.
Action – Cllrs Mrs Faunch, Mrs Smith and Brownlow
c. Cllrs discussed the revised site for the Brownies memorial bench, which was approved.  Purchase of memorial plaque was approved, Cllr Mrs Smith to provide details to Clerk, who will arrange for plaque to be ordered. 
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk

d. Park refurbishment day – 12.7.25; after discussions it was resolved to use paint previously purchased, sanding discs and paint brushes to be purchased – Chairman to arrange, Wet paint Notices, Park Closed Notices to be prepared – Clerk to arrange.  Branches to be trimmed back/bug house to be refilled – Clerk to inform volunteers.
Action – Clerk, Chairman and Cllrs 

101/25
CLERKS REPORT
a. New email addresses/gov.uk domain. New email addresses for Clerk and Cllrs have now been created, Clerk to provide details to all Cllrs, who will set up new email addresses. New Parish Council website has been created and details transferred over to the new site.  Clerk raised some concerns about population of articles onto website, Cllr Brownlow agreed to monitor this and support, if needed. Article to be included in next Paper Chase edition informing residents of new details.
Action – Clerk and all Cllrs 

b. Grass cutting review – 2025. The review is being progressed by the Clerk and Chairman, update to be presented at the September meeting.
Action – Clerk and Chairman

c. BT phone kiosks.  Reinstatement cover is now in place for both of the phone kiosks, for £3,000 each, no additional premium cost applied by Zurich.

d. Mobile phone reception.  Email has been sent to Sir Gavin Williamson, MP regarding this matter, awaiting response.   Cllr Mrs Edgeller has been advised of matter. Article to be included in next Paper Chase, asking residents to provide details of where poor signal has been an issue.  Sir Gavin has been invited to attend the Annual Parish meeting in April 2026 – awaiting response regarding his attendance. 

Action – Clerk

e. Meeting with SCC Highways and Cllr Mrs Edgeller on 15.7.25, Clerk and Chairman to attend: following items for discussion were agreed: posts on Pool Lane; Brocton crossroads; blocked gullies – nr golf club and opposite Walton Lane; lack of road sweeping; overhanging trees on Walton Lane; dog fouling; missing speed repeater sign replacement on Pool Lane; distance between speed repeater signs; cleaning of street signs/signs obscured by hedgerow. 
Action – Clerk and Chairman
f. Revised National Planning Policy Framework – NALC online course, 29 October 2025. To review attendance by Vice Chairman Cllr Howell in September.

Action – Clerk and Vice Chairman Cllr Howell
102/25
PAPER CHASE

a. Next edition to be produced and delivered in September. The following articles to be included: Halloween event and request to register; Christmas events; Mobile phone signal; play park refurbishment update; information on What3Words – what it is and how to use; weight limit breaches and how to report; litter pick update; new website and revised email contact details.  Articles from village hall – for information.  Plus, any other articles that may be relevant at the time of publication.
Action - Clerk
103/25
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Electricfix
	Universal silicone, book swop repairs – Debit card purchase.  
	£4.32

	£0.87

	£5.19



b. To approve Accounts for payment:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	G Davies
	Clerks’ salary 1-30 June 2025 and expenses
	£573.02

	Nil

	£573.02


	HMRC
	PAYE & Employer NI for the period 6.6.25 – 5.7.25
	£174.40
	Nil
	£174.40

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	28.6.2025: village cuts 6&7; village green x 2 cuts; extra verge A34; highway verge Brocton Cres., verge on A34 from telegraph pole, banks in Pool Lane; Sawpit Lane play field.
	£489.18
	£97.84
	£587.02


c. Electronic banking is still causing challenges but is progressing. Cllr Brownlow to be set up as an authorised signatory, as previously approved.  Relevant paperwork, as provided by the Clerk, was completed by all current authorised signatories – revised process put in place by the Bank. Clerk will complete the process to get Cllr Brownlow set up as a signatory with the Bank. 
Action - Clerk

d. Portable speed signs, as used for Community Speed Watch activity are no longer required and can be returned to Staffs Police – Clerk to arrange.  Collection from the Chairman.

Action – Clerk and Chairman

e. Chairman requested approval to purchase 2 x speed batteries, approval was given for expenditure up to £120.00.
Action - Chairman

104/25
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Brocton in Bloom - Approval was given for Cllr Mrs Faunch to obtain maps as required. Ordnance survey maps for the village were discussed, and it was resolved the purchase of these would be helpful for the grass cutting review, Cllr Mrs Smith to provide details to the Clerk, who will arrange to purchase these for the whole of the village/Parish. Halloween and Christmas events, dates already arranged – to be included in Paper Chase.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs Mrs Faunch and Mrs Smith
105/25
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Solar powered speed devices were discussed, Cllrs Mrs Thomson and Brownlow provided an update following a meeting with Berkswich Parish Cllrs, who are interested in working with Brocton Parish on the purchase of new speed devices and to negotiate prices.  Cllr Brownlow advised of the following: costs in UK are £4,500; costs from Amazon are £1,600-£1,800; costs to purchase directly from manufacturers in China are £600-£900 with a minimum purchase of 2. After discussion, it was resolved the Clerk will contact Berkswich Parish Council to explore their interest in the above.
Action – Clerk
b. Community Speedwach Day of Action.  It was resolved volunteer Speedwatch Co-ordinator will progress – Clerk to update the volunteer accordingly.

Action – Clerk and CSW Co-ordinator

Resident left at 9.40pm

c.  Brocton crossroads – recent accidents were discussed, and it was resolved to wait for update following meeting with SCC Highways and Cllr Mrs Edgeller. See Minute Ref 101/25e above.

106/25
CORRESPONDENCE

a. SPCA Neighbourhood Plans Campaign Pack. Details reviewed and it was resolved to support the SPCA’s campaign by writing to our local MP. Clerk to progress.

Action - Clerk 
b. Letter from Leader of SBC on LG Reorganisation for Staffordshire. Details were noted.

c. Notification from SRBS of interest rate reduction from 1.6.2025.  Details were noted.

d. Information from SLCC on Local Council Accounts provided by Hinckley & Rugby Building Society.  After discussion, it was resolved the Clerk will explore the viability of the Parish Council moving to this building society and to confirm what interest rate will be payable.  Clerk to update Council at the September meeting.

Action - Clerk

107/25
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Play Park improvements.
b. Update on discussions with Berkswich Parish Council and purchase of a solar powered speed device
c. Neighbourhood Plan 

d. Brocton in Bloom 

e. Local Government Reorganisation

f.  Community events
Meeting ended at 9.50 pm
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