
                                                                                 Minutes of meeting on 3.9.2025

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 3 September 2025, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Chairman Cllr R Bates, Vice Chairman Cllr J Howell, Cllrs Mrs A Pugh, Mrs E Faunch, Mrs B Smith and L Brownlow.
108/25
Apologies: SCC Cllr Mrs A Edgeller – holiday. SBC Cllr P Edgeller – holiday. Apologies were noted and accepted.
109/25
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no members of the Public were in attendance.
110/25
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
111/25
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2 July 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.
112/25
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 101/25a – new Cllr email gov.uk addresses. Details have been included in the Paper Chase. Some Cllrs are still transitioning over to the new email address, Clerk to provide details to Cllrs.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs

b. 106/25a SPCA Neighbourhood Plans Campaign Pack.  Letter has been sent to Sir Gavin Williamson confirming the Parish Council support for this campaign.

c. 106/25d – Interest rates.  This matter is ongoing, Clerk will provide update at a future meeting. 
Action - Clerk

113/25
SCC CLLR REPORT
a. Cllr Mrs Edgeller did not attend.
114/25
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller did not attend.
115/25
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

a. Clerk advised Council there was no update to share at this time.  Cllrs briefly discussed the potential impact upon Parish Councils – Clerk advised the general view was that Parish Councils would be unaffected, however, it was agreed the situation should be monitored and raised further with our SCC and SBC Cllrs, when appropriate.
116/25
PLANNING

Planning Applications considered between meetings and decisions made: 
a. 25/40867/HOU Heather Lodge, 2 Old Acre Lane, Brocton. Rear infill extensions, front infill extension to include front porch, creation of 2nd floor, raise the ridge height of roof.  No objections received, however, following comment presented: Old Acre Lane is a narrow Lane and as the property is located fairly near to the entrance to the Lane and its junction with Chase Road, it is relevant that, in order to minimise disruption for residents living on the Lane, that construction traffic should be kept clear of the Lane, as these may restrict access to residents living further down the Lane, Planning Authority informed 24.8.2025.
b. 25/40980/TWT Sunningdale House, Walton Lane, Brocton.  TPO 37 2005 Pine (T1) – large split at base and root plate, tree is heavily leaning; remove to ground level. Conifer species (T4) – heavily leaning and pushing over boundary fencing: remove to ground level. 

No comments/objections received, Planning Authority informed 26.8.2025.

c. 25/40725/FUL White Gables, Pool Lane, Brocton. Variation of Conditions 1 and 4 on planning application 24/39710/FUL. No comments/objections received, Planning Authority informed 30.7.2025.

d. 25/40695/HOU The Spinney, Brocton Heights, Brocton. Proposed single storey side extension with roof terrace and garage conversion. Following comments were presented to Planning Authority on 16.7.25: height of fence, 1.8m boarded fence around one side of balcony, floor level will be above ground level, overall height of fence will be over 1.8m, which is normal maximum height of fence, planning authority asked to review this; is it acceptable/appropriate. No objections, in principle, raised.

e. 25/40628/LBC German Cemetery, Camp Road, Broadhurst Green, Brocton. Variation on Condition 2 on planning application 24/39057/LBC. Proposed change of use, alteration and extension to the former caretaker’s accommodation to form a new education and exhibition facility at Cannock Chase German Military Cemetery.  Includes replacement roof covering across the complex of structures on the site, following numerous thefts, and new rainwater goods. No comments or objections received, Planning Authority advised 29.7.2025.

f. 25/40840/PIP Land adjacent Nirvana, Cannock Road, Brocton. Proposed development – Permission in Principle, erection of detached dwelling. Planning Authority advised on 30.7.2025 and asked to consider land is within Green Belt and note the Parish Council is supportive of the access concerns raised by SCC.  Application has been approved.

g. 25/40839/HOU Jarom, 6 Walton Lane, Brocton. Proposed single storey rear extension with render finish. Replace bay window at front with bow window.  Front porch roof extension.  No comments or objections received, Planning Authority advised on 12.8.2025.
New Planning Application received:
h. 25/40844/FUL Brambleberry Barn, Camp Road, Brocton.  Proposal is for Removal of Condition 9 on Application 93/29807/FUL.  Cllrs acknowledged that the original condition imposed should be modernised and were supportive of a variation to the condition, as planning officers see fit, to allow for the provision of, for example, a garden shed/bin store, etc.  However, any proposals that will alter the appearance of the existing building should be subject to a full planning application.  The proposal to relocate the hedge alongside Camp Rd, move the entrance and demolish a small building that protrudes towards the road from the back of the garage, was supported.  It was felt this would improve visibility along this section of Camp Rd, as traffic heading towards the A34 in Brocton, comes down the bank at speed.  Planning Authority to be advised of the above comments.
Action - Clerk

117/25
PLAY PARK
a. Monthly Inspection Report for August was received and noted.  Annual Inspection was received.  Clerk advised the Annual Inspection should be reviewed alongside the play park improvement planning. Copy of Annual Inspection report provided to Cllr Mrs Faunch.  Chairman to review the Annual Inspection report and consider recommendations from Wicksteed, when prioritising actions for the play park working party.  Clerk to email copy of Report to Chairman.
Action – Clerk, Cllr Mrs Faunch and Chairman

b. Play park improvement update moved to October meeting.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs

c. Revised date for playground working party was discussed, new date agreed as Saturday, 27 September, from 10am.  Cllrs to be on site from 9.30am. Clerk to inform volunteers accordingly.
Action - Clerk

118/25
CLERKS REPORT
a. Letter has been sent to Sir Gavin Williamson, MP, calling for his support for the reinstatement of government funding for Neighbourhood Plans.

b. Grass cutting review. This has now been completed, with the schedule updated to include all of the findings.  To move this forward, the areas for cutting need to be plotted onto suitable maps.  Research has indicated other Parish Councils use Parish Online for such projects.  I would need some training to be able to do this and Cllrs agreed to this being followed up with another willing Parish Council, with reasonable out of pocket expenses being funded, to facilitate this for the benefit of moving the project forward. Clerk will progress this and update the Council as soon as possible. 
Action – Clerk
c. Mobile phone reception. Having raised this matter with Sir Gavin Williamson, MP over the summer, I have now received a response; on 29.8.2025 he emailed the Network Providers (EE, O2 and Vodafone), bringing the matter of poor mobile coverage in the village to their attention.  He has asked for them to respond, provide an update on coverage in the village; provide an explanation why these issues persist; provide details on any plans to improve the service, including deadlines and offer advice or interim solutions to help residents stay connected. I will provide further updates as/when responses are received and include details in the next Paper Chase.
Action – Clerk
d. Annual Parish meeting – 22.4.2026. Sir Gavin Williamson, MP has been invited to attend this meeting. The date may clash with Parliament sitting, however, if this is not the case then Sir Gavin has said he will attend.  I will monitor this and update Council when more is known about his availability.

Action – Clerk
e. Meeting with SCC Highways Officers and Cllr Mrs Edgeller. Having attended a meeting with the Chairman on 15.7.2025, SCC confirmed they will not fund the repair/replacement of any marker posts along Pool Lane, as no resources exist for this work. Cllrs believe the posts are beneficial along Pool Lane and would be interested in replacing those that are damaged.  It was resolved the Clerk will make enquires with SCC about what needs to be done to facilitate this and keep the Council informed.  Brocton crossroads was discussed, Cllr Mrs Edgeller and the Chairman will attend a Police Panel meeting on 22.9.2025, with a view to clarifying how the Police log incidents at the crossroads.  The Chairman will also seek to clarify the reporting of deer injuries/fatalities to 101, as there appears to be confusion – once clarified, details to be included in the next edition of the Paper Chase, for residents’ information. 
Action – Cllr Mrs Edgeller, Chairman and Clerk
f. Solar powered SID’s .  Clerk updated the Council that Berkswich Parish Council have purchased their own device for installation near Milford Common.  Clerk to seek to establish purchase and cost details from Berkswich Parsh Council for consideration.
Action - Clerk

f. Revised National Planning Policy Framework – NALC online course, 29 October 2025. Attendance of Vice Chairman to be reviewed at October meeting. 

Action – Clerk and Vice Chairman Cllr Howell
119/25
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Electricfix
	Paint brushes, play park repairs – Debit card purchase.  
	£8.32

	£1.67

	£9.99


	B&Q
	Sanding wheels – play park equipment repairs – Debit card purchase
	£19.55
	£3.91
	£23.46

	Amazon UK – 3D Forus Ltd
	Engraved plaque for Brownies, installed in play park – Debit card purchase
	£8.31
	£1.67
	£9.98

	Automotion Factors Ltd (trading as Tayna Batteries) 
	Replacement batteries for speed devices x 2 – Debit card purchase
	£101.31
	£8.47
	£109.79

	G Davies
	Salary from 1 – 31 July 2025, including Home Working Allowance – paid by Standing Order 31.7.2025
	£567.62
	Nil
	£567.62

	G Davies
	Salary from 1 – 31 August 2025, including Home Working Allowance – paid by Standing Order 31.7.2025
	£567.62
	Nil
	£567.62

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	31.7.2025: Village Green cuts x 2; village cuts 8&9; extra verge on A34; highway verge Brocton Cres; verge on A34 from telegraph pole; banks in Pool Lane; Sawpit Lane play field x 2 cuts – paid by BACS 8.8.2025
	£541.42
	£108.28
	£649.70

	TFM Farm & Country Superstore Ltd
	Paint and thinners for play park refurbishment – Debit card purchase
	£20.45
	£4.10
	£24.55


b. To approve Accounts for payment:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	G Davies
	Clerks’ mileage expenses – July and August 
	£16.20

	Nil


	£16.20


	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	HMRC
	PAYE & Employer NI for the period 6.7.25 – 5.9.25
	£348.80
	Nil
	£348.80

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	31.8.2025: Village Green cut x 1; village cut 10; highway verge Brocton Cres., verge on A34 from telegraph pole, banks in Pool Lane.
	£278.72
	£55.74
	£334.46

	Stafford Borough Council
	Paper Chase printing – edition no. 75
	£95.85
	Nil
	£95.85


c. Cllr Mrs Pugh advised she had been successful in setting up electronic banking and it was resolved that Cllr Mrs Pugh will act as 2nd signatory and authorise payments shown above (Minute Ref 119/25b).   Clerk advised that Cllr Brownlow is now an authorised signatory but still must complete the process for electronic banking approval, along with Cllrs Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson. 
Action – Cllrs Brownlow, Mrs Smith and Mrs Thomson
d. 2025 Pay Award for Clerk and payment of Arrears owing from 1 April 2025 was approved. 
Action - Clerk

120/25
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Halloween.  Date confirmed as Sunday, 26 October 2025. Cllr Mrs Smith to prepare event as required and secure a donated prize.  Cost of pumpkins to be established and brought to October meeting for approval to purchase.  Interested parties required to register with the Clerk by 12 October 2025.  Clerk to update communications, for registered parties, for approval by Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk will prepare Risk Assessment.  Pumpkins will be available for collection from 23 October 2025.  Cllr Mrs Smith to publicise via Facebook and village posts. Clerk to contact resident to establish if they wish to support event.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk
b. Christmas 2025. Cllrs agreed Clerk will follow up donation of a tree with Brocton Nurseries.  Christmas carols on the Green are being progressed by Clerk, event arranged for Sunday, 14 December.  Father Christmas will visit on Saturday, 13 December 2025.
Action - Clerk

c. Brocton in Bloom.  Cllr Mrs Faunch to support with provision of maps and Clerk to progress Application to Plant with SCC, supported by Cllr Mrs Pugh.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs Mrs Faunch and Mrs Pugh
d. Remembrance Sunday. It was resolved the Clerk with contact SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller to explore donation of 2 Poppy Wreaths, for display on Village Green and at German Cemetery by Cllr Brownlow.

Action – Clerk and Cllrs

121/25
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Solar powered speed device – see Minute Ref 118/25f above.
Action – Clerk
b. Neighbourhood Plan – Cllrs confirmed their desire to support this as it will be of benefit to the Parish.  Cllr Mrs Faunch to make enquiries regarding actions to take to get this started, Clerk to put a call out, in the next Paper Chase, for support from residents with suitable experience/knowledge.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Faunch
122/25
CORRESPONDENCE – None received.
123/25
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Play Park improvements
b. Solar powered speed device
c. Neighbourhood Plan 

d. Brocton in Bloom 

e. Local Government Reorganisation

f.  Community events
 






Meeting finished at 9.45pm
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