
                                                                                  Minutes of meeting on 1.10.2025

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 1 October 2025, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Chairman Cllr R Bates, Vice Chairman Cllr J Howell, Cllrs Mrs A Pugh, Mrs E Faunch, Mrs G Thomson and L Brownlow.
124/25
Apologies: Cllr Mrs B Smith - illness.
SBC Cllr P Edgeller – another commitment.

125/25
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no members of the Public were in attendance.
126/25
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
127/25
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3 September 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.
128/25
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 112/25a – new email address transition. Cllrs Howell, Brownlow, Mrs Faunch, Mrs Pugh and Mrs Thomson confirmed new email addresses have been set up and are operational.  Cllr Mrs Faunch and Mrs Thomson advised of some access issues via mobile devices – Cllr Brownlow agreed to provide support to resolve this issue.  Clerk advised matter can be raised with ReCoded Solutions if issues continue.  Clerk to use new email addresses from now on.
Action – Cllr Brownlow and Clerk

b. 120/25d – Poppy Wreaths.  Chairman advised Council 2 Poppy Wreaths had been donated to the Parish by Cllr Mrs Edgeller.  Cllrs confirmed their thanks to Cllr Mrs Edgeller.
129/25
SCC CLLR REPORT
a. Cllr Mrs Edgeller provided a brief update on the attendance by herself and the Chairman at the Police Panel meeting on 22.9.2025: Brocton crossroads was discussed and process of reporting deer accidents/fatalities, which is currently unclear. Police and Crime Commissioner, Ben Adams agreed to attend a meeting of the Parish Council, where matters can be discussed in more detail.  He will attend the December meeting and be accompanied by his Deputy.
Cllr Mrs Edgeller raised her concerns regarding a Planning Application for 9 houses at bottom of School Lane (has been called in) – not relevant to Brocton Parish, however, the number of small development applications that are being received is increasing and is of concern.  A further Application has been received for 360 houses at Walton on the Hill, on the Milford side of Stockton Lane.

Cllr Brownlow enquired about the timescales for roadworks at Queensville, Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised it is expected the road will be open 24/25 October.  Works will begin along Baswich Lane in February 2026, by Cadent and will take 3 weeks to complete, there will be road closures at this time. No dates are known for the works to the railway bridge, it is likely temporary traffic lights will be installed.  The number of HGV’s using Baswich Lane has been raised with SCC Highways.
130/25
SBC CLLR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller was not present, no update provided.
131/25
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

a. Clerk advised Council there was no update to share at this time.  Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised an update is available, which will be provided to the Clerk for Cllrs information.
Action – Cllr Mrs Edgeller and Clerk

132/25
PLANNING

Planning Applications considered between meetings and decisions made: 
a. Planning Application 25/40844/FUL Brambleberry Barn, Camp Road, Brocton.  Planning Authority were advised of the following on 12.9.25: It is understood the Removal of Condition 9 will allow the applicant the opportunity to develop the property without the requirement for further planning permission.  Whilst the Parish Council understands there may be a need for the original planning approval condition to be modernised and we are supportive of a variation to Condition 9 being approved, as you see fit, to allow for, as an example, the provision of a garden shed or bin store.  However, anything that will alter the appearance of the existing building should be subject to a full planning application.

We also note the intention to relocate the hedge alongside Camp Road, move the entrance and demolish a small building that protrudes towards the road from the back of the garage.

As we believe this would improve visibility along this section of Camp Road, as traffic heading towards the A34 in Brocton comes down the bank at speed, we have no objections to this proposal.

Please consider the above when making your decision on the application.

New Planning Applications received:
b. 25/41169/LDC – 47-49 Pool Lane, Brocton. Certificate of Existing Lawful Development to confirm the lawful implementation of planning permission 14/20164/FUL.  The planning application submitted in 2014 was approved by SBC.  For information only, Parish Council cannot comment on this matter.

c. 25/41187/PIP – land adjacent Bonnie Doone, Cannock Road, Brocton.  Application was discussed, no objections raised, however, it was agreed to submit a comment relating to the potential Highway concerns that may be raised by SCC, as were presented for a previous planning application at Nirvana.  Should such concerns be presented, these would be supported by the Parish Council, in relation to visibility of access onto the A34, which is a heavily trafficked road. Clerk to inform Planning Authority accordingly.
Action - Clerk
d. 25/41119/HOU – Robin Hill, Pool Lane, Brocton. Proposed single storey rear extension.  No comments presented or objections raised.  Clerk to inform Planning Authority accordingly.

Action - Clerk

133/25
PLAY PARK
a. Monthly Inspection Report for September not received.  Chairman advised refurbishment works in the park have taken place, equipment has been re-painted and cleaned up, small amount of additional work is required.  Thank you to all who supported the refurbishment works.  Contact details, on park sign, for Parish Council need updating, following new website and email – purchase of signage sticker approved, which Clerk will arrange.
Action - Clerk

b. Cllr Mrs Faunch provided the following update to the play park improvement project: project working group has met, 3 quotes have been received, from Red Lynch, Kompan and Wicksteed and all prices are broadly similar. The preferred company is currently Kompan: equipment seemed to be the best and support is available to secure grant funding for the project.  Overall cost, for whole project, is likely to be in the region of £50,000 and if equipment chosen makes park accessible for all users, this will help with grant funding. Matting needs to be replaced.  Cllr Mrs Faunch to share latest information with Cllrs and bring a further update to the December Parish Council meeting.
Cllrs considered removal of perimeter hedge at play park and it was resolved Cllr Mrs Faunch will include this in the play park improvement project.

Chairman advised he had been contacted by a company, who provide timber play equipment, which has been considered, it was resolved that timber equipment would require too much maintenance and therefore, not appropriate for the park.  The company also provide teepee’s, which the Cllrs were interested in and it was agreed to explore this further. 

Action – Cllr Mrs Faunch
20.50pm Cllr Mrs Thomson left the meeting
134/25
CLERKS REPORT

a. Grass cutting review. Review is complete, work is now in progress to add areas onto maps, Parish Online is being explored, 90-day free trial has been set up for this purpose.  Clerk to keep Council informed of progress.
Action – Clerk

b. Mobile phone reception. No response has been received from the Network Providers (EE, O2 and Vodafone). Matter to be followed up with Sir Gavin and an update brought to a future meeting.

Action – Clerk
c. SBC land. It may be possible for the Parish Council to obtain land from SBC, which is being explored directly with SBC.  If this is possible, Clerk will update Council accordingly and it may be possible to consider this in relation to Minute Reference 137/25c below.
d. Annual Parish meeting – 22.4.2026. Other suitable attendees agreed as: Ben Adams – Fire, Police & Crime Commissioner or his Deputy; PSCO’s; Michelle Shaker – CSW Co-ordinator.  Clerk to follow up and extend invites.  

Action – Clerk

e. Revised National Planning Policy Framework – NALC online course, 29 October 2025. Attendance of Vice Chairman – Cllr Howell confirmed.  

Action – Clerk and Vice Chairman Cllr Howell
135/25
FINANCE

a. To note Accounts previously paid:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	Wicksteed Leisure Ltd
	Annual Park Inspection – paid by BACS 9.9.2025
	£150.00

	£30.00

	£180.00


	G Davies
	Salary from 1-30 September 2025 and Arrears of pay from April – August 2025.
	£645.64
	Nil
	£645.64

	Bradbury Rise Stores
	16 x 2nd class stamps – Debit card purchase
	£13.60
	Nil
	£13.60

	B&Q
	Paint roller for play park refurbishment – Debit card purchase
	£7.50
	£1.50
	£9.00


b. To approve Accounts for payment:

	Paid to:
	Details:
	Net Amount
	VAT
	Total Paid

	G Davies
	Clerks’ mileage and Home Working Allowance – September 
	£46.70

	Nil


	£46.70


	HMRC
	PAYE & Employer NI for the period 6.9.25 – 5.10.25
	£219.91
	Nil
	£219.91

	Trent Grounds Maintenance
	26.9.2025: Village Green cuts x 2; village cuts 11 & 12; play field cuts x 2; highway verge Brocton Cres., extra verge A34.
	£478.83
	£95.77
	£574.60


c. Clerk informed Council that confirmation has been received from Mazars - External Auditors, that 2024-25 Audit has been successfully completed, with no qualifications.  Details have been added to the Parish website and Parish Notice Boards.
d. Clerk presented all Cllrs with DRAFT proposal details for the 2026/27 Budget for consideration.  Full expenditure details unknown and further updates to proposals will be required.   Budget proposals to be reviewed again in December and finalised in January 2026.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs

136/25
COMMUNITY EVENTS
a. Halloween.  Date confirmed as Sunday, 26 October 2025. In Cllr Mrs Smith’s absence, it was agreed Cllr Mrs Faunch will contact Bednall pumpkins for a response and if not successful pumpkins will be purchased from a supermarket, which Cllr Brownlow agreed to arrange. It was resolved to purchase 50 pumpkins, with maximum spend of £100.00 approved. Clerk to continue to register interested parties and to add Cllrs to register, review event Risk Assessment and event information for all participants and share with Cllr Mrs Smith.  It was noted that as the Clerk will be on holiday during event, interested parties will be advised to contact Cllr Mrs Smith. 
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith and Clerk
b. Christmas 2025. Clerk confirmed Brocton Nurseries will donate a Christmas tree.  Christmas carols on the Green are being progressed by Clerk, event arranged for Sunday, 14 December.  Father Christmas will visit on Saturday, 13 December 2025.
Action - Clerk

c. Brocton in Bloom. Cllr Mrs Pugh provided an update. Application and maps are now ready for submission to SCC, which the Clerk will arrange. Thank you to Cllr Mrs Faunch for the provision of the maps. Once the Licence has been granted, it is expected planting will commence in the Spring.
Action – Clerk 
d. Remembrance Sunday. Chairman and Cllr Mrs Thomson to display wreath on Village Green tree and Cllr Brownlow to lay wreath at German Cemetery on behalf of Parish Council.

Action – Cllrs

137/25
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Purchase of Solar powered speed device was discussed.  Cllr Brownlow to continue to explore suitable providers.  Clerk to contact Safer Roads Partnership for potential funding support and to secure details of providers, if possible.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Brownlow
b. Union Jack flag on village green was discussed.  It was noted this had most likely been left in situ since the VE and VJ Days celebrations and had no political intent. It was resolved Clerk will seek to establish who erected the flag and contact them to request its removal.  Clerk to inform residents of action being taken by Parish Council. Cllrs discussed the option of a Parish Council flagpole for the village green and it was agreed to consider this at a future budget meeting.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
c. Request from resident for land suitable for biking.  Request was discussed, it was noted Parish Park was not suitable, no other suitable land available within Parish.  Cllrs were interested in the idea and indicated a willingness to consider this request should a suitable piece of land become available.  See Minute Ref 134/25c above.  It was resolved the Clerk will raise matter with Chief Executive of SCC for advice as to what may be available following the request.  Clerk to update resident.

Action – Clerk

d. Neighbourhood Plan was discussed.  It was resolved Cllr Brownlow will arrange a FB post asking for support from residents to assist.  Cllr Mrs Faunch suggested a Parish meeting, in 2026, with residents to explore their interest in this – Baswich to be used as an example, as the area is being targeted by developers, which could happen in Brocton. Clerk to contact Acton Trussell Parish Council to establish who they used to support with this. Clerk advised Chair of Hixon Parish Council - Cllr B McKeown would be willing to attend a Parish meeting and advise Council what is needed, Cllrs confirmed their interest in this, which the Clerk will seek to arrange.
Action – Cllr Brownlow and Clerk

138/25
CORRESPONDENCE 
a. 86th AGM Staffordshire Parish Councils Association, 24.11.25, 10am in Uttoxeter Town Hall.  This was noted.

b. Letter from Sir Gavin Williamson, dated 17.9.25, in response to our concerns over the withdrawal of funds for Neighbourhood Plans. This was noted.

c. Katharine House Hospice Christmas Tree collection 2025/26.  Request was discussed by Cllrs and it was resolved not to participate this year but to consider a separate donation.

d. Remembrance Day Service and Parade – Sunday, 9 November 2025.  Details received from Mayor, which were noted by Cllrs.
139/25
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Play Park improvements
b. Solar powered speed device
c. Budget 2026/27
d. Local Government Reorganisation

e.  Community events
Meeting finished at 10.00pm
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