
                                                                                  DRAFT Minutes of meeting on 7.1.2026

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 7 January 2026, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Chairman Cllr R Bates, Vice Chairman Cllr J Howell, Cllrs Mrs A Pugh, Mrs G Thomson and L Brownlow.
1/26
Apologies: Cllrs Mrs E Faunch – illness and Mrs B Smith – childcare commitment.  SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller and SBC Cllr P Edgeller presented their Apologies.
It was resolved to accept the Apologies as received.

2/26
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no members of the Public were in attendance.
3/26
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
4/26
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3 December 2025 were approved and signed as a correct record.
5/26
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 146/25a – missing waste bin, entrance to public footpath near to Brocton Golf course.  Clerk made request made to SBC Cllr Edgeller to follow this matter up with SBC Streetscene on behalf of the Parish Council.

b.148/25b – Planning Application 25/41304/HOU – The Old Post Office, Chase Road, Brocton.  Comments agreed at December Council meeting were presented to Planning Authority on 9.12.2025.

c. 152/25d – Internal Auditor 2025/26.  Clerk has confirmed the appointment of 

K Squires. 

d. 154/25a – Funding from Safer Roads Partnership for solar powered speed device.  Clerk has submitted an enquiry for funding opportunities.
6/26
FINANCE

a. Cllrs present discussed Budget for 2026/27 in depth.  Cllrs Brownlow, Bates and Mrs Thomson proposed the following amendments to the Draft budget:   
· Elections Fund – no allocation made.  Clerk advised that there is currently £3013.39 in Ear Marked Reserves.  This amendment was approved.

· Cllr Bates proposed Seminars & training allocation be increased to £70.00 (each SPCA course now costs £35.00). This proposal was approved. 
· Cllrs Brownlow and Mrs Thomson proposed the Playing Field equipment allocation for building up reserves be reduced to £3,000. It was noted that there is currently £21,471.11 in Ear Marked Reserves.  This proposal was approved.
· Cllr Brownlow proposed the Councils Asset Maintenance allocation be reduced to zero. It was noted that there is currently £3077.52 in Ear Marked Reserves. This proposal was approved.
· Cllr Brownlow proposed the Community events allocation be reduced to zero.  It was noted that there is currently £1872.10 in Ear Marked Reserves. This proposal was approved.
· Village hall – allocation of £300.00 agreed.  This proposal was approved.
· Cllr Brownlow proposed a Speed camera budget allocation of £4,500.  This was discussed and approved.
Clerk advised Council that the current Ear Marked Reserves will be subject to approval in March 2026 and may be reduced considering any expenditure between now and March 2026.  This was noted.
Precept request to meet the above Budget was approved at £20,560.00.  Clerk advised this equated to an annual increase of £8.45 or £0.70p per month, based upon an average Band D property, on 2025/26.  This was noted.  Clerk to submit Precept request to Stafford Borough Council.  Details to be in in next edition of Paper Chase.
Action - Clerk

7/26
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Further Budget 2026/27 discussions.
b. Marker posts along Pool Lane.

c. Parish meeting and expenses.

d. Purchase of solar powered speed camera.

e. Play Park improvements.
Meeting finished at 9.20pm
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