
                                                                                  Minutes of meeting on 4.2.2026

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 4 February 2026, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.33pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Chairman Cllr R Bates, Vice Chairman Cllr J Howell, Cllrs Mrs A Pugh, Mrs E Faunch, L Brownlow and Cllr Mrs G Thomson arrived at 7.40pm.
SCC Cllr Mrs A Edgeller and SBC Cllr P Edgeller.
8/26
APOLOGIES: Cllr Mrs B Smith – childcare commitment. 
It was resolved to accept the Apology as received.

9/26
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no members of the Public were in attendance.
10/26
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
11/26
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 January 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record.
12/26
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED
a. 5/26d – Safer Roads Partnership Funding. Clerk has been advised that funding is no longer available for the purchase of solar powered speed devices.

b. 6/26a – Precept request for 2026/27.  Clerk has submitted request to Stafford Borough Council.
13/26
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. Cllr Bates requested an update on the traffic count for A34/Sawpit Lane and Brocton crossroads, which the Parish Council was promised by SCC Cllr Francis, but has never been received. Cllr Mrs Edgeller commented that she understands this was done, however, has no further information at present and agreed to follow this up. 

Action – Cllr Mrs Edgeller

A Public meeting was held recently about works to Baswich Lane, approx. 100 people attended, works will be managed by traffic lights – pipework is being replaced, which is over 100 years old and must be done, this will affect Brocton.
Bus services in areas not currently covered are being reviewed.

SCC have been given funds for highway matters and hopes that Brocton crossroads will be included in this.

Cllr Bates expressed his frustration with Amey/Highways.  Items reported on MyStaffsApp; SCC advise job raised, then response from Amey is that job has been investigated and no work is required. Cllr Bates believes reported items go into a black hole and system is not working.  Cllr Mrs Edgeller requested she be advised of any issues.

14/26
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller commented that the Planning Department are currently receiving a lot of applications for property extensions.  He advised of the approach taken to planning applications; is infrastructure acceptable, can local amenities cope, decisions made that are in the best of the local area, mindful of an increase in number of vehicles on roads from additional housing. Government are increasing the number of houses that need to be built, increased to 700 per annum now.  Concerns are that if SBC reject an application, the developer will appeal and the Planning Inspectorate will, most likely, pass the application. 
Cllr Bates requested an update on the property on Brocton Crescent – Lawful Development Certificate Application was refused by SBC in January 2025, this decision was Appealed against, the Appeal was rejected in September 2025 and SBC’s original decision upheld.  Cllr Edgeller commented that this has gone very quiet and appears to be at a stalemate at present.  If position is to be progressed then a further planning application will be required. This was noted.
Cllr Edgeller advised he has been informed by Streetscene that the missing bin, on Sawpit Lane, near golf club entrance, will be replaced. This was noted and Cllr Bates thanked Cllr Edgeller for resolving this matter. 
15/26
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

a. Clerk advised there is no update to share at present.

16/26
PLANNING MATTERS
a. Planning for the Future – Navigating the new Planning Framework.  Cllr Howell advised he attended a webinar in November 2025, 4 speakers: 2 from NALC and 2 from CPRE.  Local democracy needs a Neighbourhood Plan to ensure overall democracy is increased.  Cllr Mrs Faunch enquired about the impact of being within an AONB, it was resolved Clerk will investigate other Parish Councils, in an AONB area, with a NP.  Clerk reminded Council, that Cllr McKeown will be attending the March meeting to share his knowledge on NP’s.  Cllr Mrs Faunch asked for sight of Hixon Parish Council’s NP before the March meeting, Clerk to request. Cllr Howell advised that Acton Trussell Parish Council are looking into having a NP.  Cllr Bates commented that there a 3 potential sites within Brocton that could be identified for housebuilding: land at Manor Farm on corner of Teddesley Road and Cannock Road; land opposite the Chetwynd Arms on A34 and land opposite New Inn Cottages, Cannock Road.
Action – Clerk
b. Cllr Brownlow commented on the removal of the trees from the property on the corner of Old Coach Lane and Walton Lane as it now looks very open.  Cllrs commented that they did not believe any of the trees had TPO’s.  Clerk advised no notice for their removal had been received from the Planning Authority.  Cllr Brownlow also raised the construction of the wall around a property along Sawpit Lane, as he believes there may have been some damage to the tarmac/road surface, because of the construction, Cllr Edgeller agreed to look into this matter.
Action – Cllr Edgeller
No other Planning Matters to consider.

17/26
PLAYING FIELD

a. Inspection Report not received.
b. Cllr Mrs Faunch provided a update on the progress for the play park improvements; further design meeting held by Cllrs in January 2026, some revisions made and updated costs will be presented at the March Parish Council meeting.  Kompan remains the preferred provider. Cllr Mrs Faunch will prepare Notices for Annual Parish meeting, for community engagement regarding the proposals and other upcoming community events will also be used, for further community engagement.  Article to be included in next Paper Chase.  Membership of Staffs Playing Fields Association to be kept on hold, until final costs of project are known.  It was resolved to arrange further meetings outside of Parish Council meetings to progress project and bring updates to full Council, where relevant and for decisions.
Clerk advised Council of requirement to adhere to Standing Orders, which was noted.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs

8.45pm Cllr Mrs Thomson left the meeting, childcare commitments.

18/26
CLERKS REPORT

a. Grass Cutting Review 2025. See Minute Ref 22/26a below.
b. Mobile phone reception. No further update is available.  It is hoped Sir Gavin Williamson will attend the Annual Parish meeting, where this matter can be raised with him directly.  Clerk to follow up Sir Gavin’s attendance.
Action – Clerk

c. Clerk presented Statement of Assurance for Cllrs consideration and signing.  This is not a legal document or a contractual obligation; it is a public affirmation of personal values and conduct.  After discussion, Cllrs felt signing of the Statement was not necessary, as they already display the correct approach and characteristics expected of Parish Cllrs and the signing of the Statement would not alter their behaviour.
19/26
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

a. Cllrs are keen to promote this meeting to encourage residents to attend and after discussion it was resolved an invitation card will be produced and delivered to all residents 7-10 days before the meeting.  Details of invited speakers to be included on the invitation.  Clerk to arrange production of invitation card for Cllrs approval and, once approved, arrange printing.  It was agreed to provide refreshments at the meeting.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
20/26
FINANCE

a. Accounts as presented, were noted and approved for payment.
b. Clerk presented details of final 2026-27 Budget for Cllrs review, which was noted and accepted.  Clerk to add details to Parish website.
c. Purchase of solar powered SID was discussed; it was resolved to bring this item to the September meeting for further consideration.  Cllr Bates to raise matter of purchase at TVCG meeting in April, to see if any other Parish Councils are interested in purchasing such a device and are willing to agree a joint purchase, to maximise any cost benefit.
Action – Cllr Bates

21/26
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Cllrs agreed an Easter community event, for w/c 30.3.2026, Cllr Mrs Faunch advised that Cllr Mrs Smith had agreed to arrange.  John German Estate Agents to be approached for support with the event. Clerk to advise Cllr Mrs Smith accordingly.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith

b. Halloween – date for event was suggested as 31.10.2026, Clerk to inform Cllr Mrs Smith accordingly.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith
c. Remembrance Sunday, SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller agreed to provide 2 wreaths for the Parish Council, Cllr Brownlow to lay one at the German Cemetery and Cllr Bates and another Cllr to arrange for the other to be laid on the Village Green.
Action – SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller, Cllrs Bates and Brownlow
d. Carol Singing – Sunday, 6 December 2026 on Village Green.  Provisional date for Father Christmas visit is Saturday, 12 December 2026.
Action – Clerk and all Cllrs

e. Brocton in Bloom – Clerk advised this is still with SCC, Legal Department.  This will be followed up and an update brought to the March meeting.
Action – Clerk

f. Litter Picks dates for 2026 were agreed as follows: 22 March; 7 June and 20 September 2026.
22/26
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Grass Cutting Review – 2025. Review has now been completed and Clerk tabled a Report for Cllrs consideration.  Details of quotes received were provided.  After due consideration and discussion, it was resolved to remain with current contractor, and to offer a contract for the period of 2026 – 2029, as costs covering this period had been received.  All Cllrs agreed the current contractor continues to provide the best value for money, along with a good quality service.  Clerk to inform successful and unsuccessful contractors accordingly.
Action – Clerk

23/26
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Local Minibus Service – Stafford and Rural travel. Email received for consideration. This was noted, but no interest shown: it was acknowledged there is now a village bus service and the previous trial conducted by the Parish Council with Community Link was unsuccessful, therefore, the Cllrs concluded this is unlikely to be of any interest within the village.

b. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2025/26.  Charity Lunch, Wednesday, 11 March 2026 – details available from Clerk for interested Cllrs. This was noted.

24/26
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. PCSO’s to be requested to attend March meeting – Clerk to arrange, if possible – Cllr Brownlow
b. Brocton in Bloom – Cllr Mrs Pugh
c. Speedwatch in village – Cllr Mrs Faunch
d. Park improvements – Cllr Mrs Faunch
Meeting finished at 9.40pm
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