
                                                                                  Minutes of meeting on 4.3.2026

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 4 March 2026, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.35pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Vice Chairman Cllr J Howell, Cllrs Mrs A Pugh, Mrs E Faunch, Mrs B Smith and L Brownlow.
SCC Cllr Mrs A Edgeller and SBC Cllr P Edgeller.
25/26
APOLOGIES: Chairman Cllr Mr R Bates – on holiday.  Cllr Mrs G Thomson was absent due to illness.
It was resolved to accept the Apologies as received.

26/26
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 3 members of the public were in attendance.

1. PCSO Gareth Higgins attended and Cllr Brownlow raised concerns over the behaviour of a man, parked up in a vehicle at Brocton Coppice just before Christmas 2025 at 10am.  The man was naked in the vehicle and behaving inappropriately.  Cllr Brownlow advised PCSO Higgins he had also seen 2 men in a bush, both wearing shorts, also behaving inappropriately.  The public location, date and time of this activity being witnessed is of significant concern.  Cllr Brownlow was biking over the Chase at the time he witnessed the incidents.  PCSO noted the concerns and agreed to arrange for the area to be patrolled. Should activity be witnessed again, PCSO Higgins advised taking the vehicle details and registration, if safe to do so and report online and/or use 101. 
Cllr Mrs Smith enquired about suitable signage being displayed in the area, which may act as a deterrent.  PCSO Higgins agreed to look into displaying suitable signage in the area.  It was noted that the Forestry Commission have signage displayed saying CCTV is operated in the area.

Cllrs thanked PCSO for his support with this matter.

2. Cllr Mrs Pugh raised the matter of e-bikes, that have been ridden on the pavements recently and have nearly mown pedestrians down – up/down the Radford Bank area.  Riders are dressed in black and have no lights.  PCSO advised speed limit is 15.5mph, riders must be aged 14 or over, situation will be monitored and if any are caught, e-bike will be confiscated.

3. PCSO asked if Parish has any concerns with the recent travellers at Milford Common?  General view was no, as the traditional travellers generally cause no issues.

PCSO asked to be kept informed of any events within the Parish.

Action – PCSO Higgins
4. Cllr Brendan McKeown and Cllr Mrs Susan McKeown – invited by the Parish Council to deliver an update on the benefits/process of having a Neighbourhood Plan.

Cllr McKeown delivered a NP presentation, based upon the work completed by Hixon Parish Council, which was adopted by SBC in 2016.

Copy of presentation attached as Appendix A.

Cllr McKeown informed Cllrs that the work to produce the NP was helpful in identifying what parishioners were interested in and allowed the Parish Council to make a viable pitch for S106 money.
As SBC are currently reviewing the Local Plan it is not necessary or advisable to wait for this work to be completed.  Cllr Mrs Faunch enquired about Brocton being in a National Landscape location and whether we needed specific planning advice.  No need to engage a planning consultant to gather information but when all information has been obtained, then perhaps it might be helpful at that stage to support with analysis.
Cllr McKeown informed the Council that Brocton currently has 5 sites that have already been identified as potential sites for house building, which was noted.  Cllrs not opposed to building but would like to be in a position of being able to influence the type of houses built, that meet the needs of the community as well as being relevant to the area.

PCSO Higgins left the meeting at 8.30pm

Vice Chairman Howell thanked Cllr McKeown and Cllr Mrs Susan McKeown for their very informative and interesting presentation. Clerk asked for a copy of the presentation and an example of a blank questionnaire used to survey residents, as both will be helpful in determining the next steps to be taken by the Parish Council, which was agreed.

Cllrs McKeown and Mrs Susan McKeown left the meeting at 8.40pm

27/26
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
28/26
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 February 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record.
29/26
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED: None
30/26
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised Baswich Lane will be closed on 26.4.2026 for bridge repairs. Planning Applications are being submitted for Old Croft Road – 4 houses in a garden.  Information from Police has been received regarding accidents at Brocton crossroads over the past 2 years, details have been emailed to the Chairman and the Clerk.
Cllr Mrs Edgeller will be following up how SCC intend to spend £15m that has been received and believes this could be used to improve Brocton crossroads.
Gladman development at South Staffs has been raised again, which is being monitored.
31/26
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller commented that the Planning Department are continuing to receive a lot of planning applications.  
Cllrs requested wall built around property on Sawpit Lane be looked into for potential damage to footpath.

Action – Cllr Edgeller

32/26
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

a. Clerk reminded Cllrs that the Government consultation on the proposals that have been submitted by the local authorities is live and the closing date for providing a response is 26.3.26.  Cllrs agreed to the submission of a Parish Council response, as follows: proposals presented by SCC are not agreed with; proposals for the Moorlands are not clear, Cllrs felt there was no firm rationale to support the proposals; proposals as presented by Lichfield District Council are agreed with, as they appear to make some sense and proposals for Newcastle Borough Council are also supported. Clerk to complete the consultation survey on behalf of the Parish Council.  Cllrs may choose to submit their own individual comments.
Action - Clerk

33/26
PLANNING MATTERS
No new Planning Applications received and no other Planning Matters to consider.
34/26
STANDING ORDERS

a. Clerk presented the updated NALC copy of the Standing Orders, which were reviewed and formally adopted.  Clerk to add to Parish Council website.

Action - Clerk

35/26
PLAYING FIELD
a. Inspection Reports received.  Cllr Mrs Smith advised there is some water logging in the park, due to the significant amount of rain and the tiles, pathway and equipment need to be cleaned to remove algae.  Clerk to request quote from Ratcliffe Cleaners for work to be carried out, for Cllrs consideration.

Action - Clerk 
b. Cllr Mrs Faunch advised further details have been received from Kompan.  After due consideration, it was agreed to hold a separate meeting; 23.3.26 – 7pm was agreed for further discussions.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
36/26
CLERKS REPORT

a. Grass Cutting 2026. TGM have been formally confirmed as the contractor for the period 2026-2029 and have accepted.
b. Annual Park inspection.  This has been requested with Wicksteed, lead in time is approx. 16 weeks, so Inspection should be carried out over the summer months.  New sticker sign for play park, with updated contact details, has been produced at a net cost of £10.00, as approved at the October 2025 meeting.
c. Neighbourhood Plans (NP) - see Minute Ref 26/26 4 above.  SPCA have suggested contacting District Councils for details of other Parish Councils located within a National Landscape area with a NP.  Request made to Cllr Edgeller to follow this up with SBC on our behalf.
Action – Cllr Edgeller

37/26
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

a. Draft invite card, as prepared by Clerk, was approved and printing will be arranged. Clerk to email volunteer deliverers for support with delivery, around village early April. Catering to be arranged by Cllrs Mrs Smith and Bates and Clerk.  Cllrs to attend village hall for 7pm to help with room set up.  Cllr Mrs Smith offered her apologies for the meeting – family commitment. 
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
Cllrs Edgeller and Mrs Edgeller left at 9.20pm 
37/26
FINANCE

a. Accounts as presented, were noted and approved for payment.
b. Clerk to email Financial Summary to all Cllrs before next meeting, which was noted and accepted.
c. Bank Reconciliation was received and approved.
d. Clerk presented Council with Year End Reserves, for 31.3.2026, for review and approval.  Following discussion, it was approved to move £1,000 from the Community Events fund to the Play Park Reserves.  No other revisions to be made.  Reserves were approved, as follows: Play Park Reserves = £25,874.11, Elections Fund = £3,013.39, Community Events Fund = £1,403.33 (small adjustment to be made for Easter community event expenditure and details will be updated to full Council in April, General Asset Maintenance Fund = £3.964.40 and General Reserve = £1.100.00.  Village Hall and Speed Camera Reserves have a nil balance. 
Action – Clerk
38/26
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Cllrs confirmed Easter community event, on Saturday, 4 April, in play park from 10.00-11.00am.  Cllr Mrs Smith to arrange and will contact John German Estate Agents for support with the event. Approval given for the purchase of one small and one medium easter egg and one £10 Waterstones voucher – Clerk to arrange. Cllr Mrs Smith confirmed arrangements to follow same format as in previous years.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith

b. Brocton in Bloom – Clerk advised she has had a long discussion with SCC and does not expect any issues with the proposals, as SCC believe the current grass cutting arrangements will cover the proposals. Position to be reviewed by Traffic and Network Management team before being passed to SCC Legal team for licence to plant to be issued.  Matter remains ongoing with SCC.
Action – Clerk

39/26
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Community Speedwatch – Cllr Mrs Faunch commented on how awful speeding is in the village, especially in the mornings.  Would like to see Speedwatch up and running as soon as possible.  Clerk to contact village Speedwatch Co-ordinator for an update. It was noted that perhaps more volunteers are needed and it was agreed the Clerk will contact Michelle Shaker, who is attending the Annual Parish meeting, so that she can aim to recruit some more volunteers, whilst at the meeting.  The installation of Village Gateways was raised by Cllr Mrs Smith, Clerk advised this matter had been investigated previously, which was noted.  It was resolved the Clerk will provide updated details to Cllrs for the April meeting.
Action – Clerk

b. Purchase of a village flagpole was discussed and it was resolved to defer this item to later in the year, pending the 2027/28 budget discussions.  It was noted other factors will also need to be considered, for example: noise, services in village green. 

Action - Clerk

c. Grass cutting 2025/26 request from SCC for an additional cut in March 2026 was considered, Cllrs determined this was not required and Clerk will inform SCC accordingly.  Confirmation of grant for 2026/27 was noted which the Clerk will progress in due course. 

Action - Clerk
40/26
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Mayor’s Charity Appeal 2025/26.  Early Afternoon Tea, Wednesday, 22 April 2026 – details available from Clerk for interested Cllrs. This was noted.

41/26
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Brocton in Bloom – Cllr Mrs Pugh
b. Neighbourhood Plan – all Cllrs
c. Park improvements – Cllr Mrs Faunch
Meeting finished at 10.00pm
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