
BROCTON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting of Brocton held in Brocton Village Hall on Wednesday, 22 April 2026 commencing at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT: Cllr R Bates (who chaired the meeting), 29 residents, 4 Parish Councillors and the Parish Clerk attended the meeting, together with our guest speakers for the evening: 
Ben Adams – Commissioner for Police, Fire & Rescue and Crime

Michelle Shaker – Community Speedwatch Co-ordinator

Sir Gavin Williamson, MP also attended the meeting.
Apologies were received from Cllrs Mrs Thomson and Mrs Smith who were both unable to attend for personal reasons.
Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting. Copies of the Chairman’s Report for 2025-26 (Appendix A), the Unaudited Financial Report for 2025-26 (Appendix B) and a Report to the Parish Council from Brocton Village Hall Committee (Appendix C) were all made available for residents at the meeting.
Cllr Mrs Faunch informed residents of the information that was available regarding the proposed play park improvements and invited comments as part of our public engagement process. 
1. Minutes: The Minutes of the meeting held on 30 April 2025, proposed by Cllr Mrs A Pugh and resident Mrs V Bates were approved as a correct record.  The Minutes were duly signed.
2. Chairman introduced Ben Adams.  It was noted that just before Ben arrived, that an accident had happened at the junction of Brocton crossroads and Ben advised that the issues at the crossroads are not speed related.  It is an engineering/design issue, which needs to be reviewed.  He is aware that SCC have looked at the junction.  He stated he is aware of 2 accidents but acknowledged that there must have been more. It is important that pressure is kept on SCC Highways to get the matter moved up the agenda and advised he will write to the Chair of the Safer Roads Partnership, as he accepts it is a dangerous junction.
Cllr Bates advised Ben of the petition that was carried out in 2023, which was signed by 418 respondents and was provided to SCC. It noted that there are only 450 houses in Brocton. There are utilities under the junction, which does not mean that improvements are impossible, it means that they will be expensive and there will be a battle for resources, but he will do what he can to help support this matter.

Ben touched on community speedwatch and how valuable this is.  The Police Panel holds him to account, it is not always necessary to prosecute, letters regarding behaviour can be really valuable, once 2 letters have been issued, then Police will pay a visit to the motorist.
Resident asked about reporting to Police/online system – did this, provided registration of vehicle, but no acknowledgment was received.  Ben advised this was not what he expected and was disappointed and expressed his thanks to the resident for taking the time to report the matter.

He will be in his current role for the next 2 years, then the position will be abolished.
Ben referenced reporting of deer accidents/fatalities – there is a robust Police response in place and they will respond to incidents as soon as they can.

Potholes were raised – Ben agreed to raise this matter with the Safer Roads Partnership; it is absolutely SCC’s responsibility to repair these.

Resident asked why do we not have traffic calming measures in place as you enter the village? 

Ben advised that the latest data shows that 85% of drivers are well below 35mph – Sawpit Lane and Cannock Rd.

Cllr Lewis provided an update on the speed camera proposals currently being considered by the Parish Council.

Drivers coming through the village are abusive, particularly those with trailers – Ben asked if these drivers can be identified?  Resident advised that tractor drivers often force drivers off the road – it’s not always easy to get the vehicle registration.  Ben advised that if the registration can be obtained it will help with reporting but will feed this back to his colleagues.
Crime in the area is low, you live in a safe area. There is investment in ANPR cameras and there is a 24-hour, 7 days p/w crime team.  Stafford is an accessible place.  Burglary is low, Police will attend every crime.  Growth is in online crime; traditional crime is low. Vulnerable people are being targeted, as are children.

Police skill set is changing – need to deal with fraud.

2000 Police Officers, some are new and inexperienced, Government focus on Neighbourhood policing however, its not fully funded and Officers are often re-directed.

Commissioners keep a balance on local issues, when these roles are abolished Government will need to be mindful of what will replace them.

Domestic abuse is a difficult issue – wider Police reform is being proposed – 43 Police forces.  The Met is the worse performing force in the country, smaller forces often perform better, is bigger better? Not necessarily – quality of policing will suffer.  He is meeting with other Police Commissioners, concern is that local policing will be lost.  Residents will pay twice as much as residents in Birmingham.  Home Secretary has a hugely challenging ambition, which is driven by the need to make efficiencies, this was not in the Government’s original manifesto.
Mayoral role will retain a local focus/boundary/geography.  Advised residents to keep an eye on the proposals for policing for the future.

Current LGR reforms will see District and Borough Councils disappear.  Need to ensure we retain a local focus.

Will continue to keep council tax as low as possible, services are being cut and the council tax is making up the difference.

There were no more questions and the Chairman thanked Ben for his attendance and report.

3. Chairman introduced Michelle Shaker.  Michelle confirmed her role within Community Speedwatch to all and noted that Valerie Bates, as the village co-ordinator, is doing a fabulous job.  Activity has been arranged for May and is an activity that is self-promoting. 
When it was first started in Staffordshire there were 40 volunteers, this has now doubled to 80, with a further 4/5 new groups being set up.  There is support available to follow up with enforcement.  Speed on Pool Lane has been recorded at 51mph, average speed is 48mph.  On a weekly basis local intelligence is shared and gets followed up.  Volunteer support is vital and more volunteers are needed.

Michelle shared an example of Barlaston – been operating 8 yrs, at first they were regularly catching 40+ drivers, now it is down to 5/6, which just proves it works.
15.7.2026 is National day of Speedwatch Action.  All teams will be out on this day, campaign will be covered by BBC.

Of the 80 speedwatch teams, 46 have conducted activity this year and 1,376 warning letters have been issued in response.

Resident – acknowledged that all those involved in CSW do a fabulous job and need to be applauded.  The Police now need to do their job, more measures are needed – calming measures, for example. SCC are responsible for these, are there conversations with SCC about this? Michelle advised there are, which are ongoing.
Ben advised of the need to identify areas that are priority, some areas may get visits from speed camera van 3/4 times a week, some may only get a visit every 3 or 4 months.

Commuters drive at speed, early/late – not always residents.  Police have re-invested money in new cameras that can operate in low light and at dusk.

Resident asked if Police could visit if there is a peak speeding time?  Michelle responded to say that this is being prioritised at present.

Resident asked about a speed camera being located on Pool Lane – Ben replied to say that he is committed to tackling speeding and there is often a need to prioritise localities, e.g. near schools, however, he did agree to look at Pool Lane.  Resident commented that when you have young children, its an accident waiting to happen.
Ben thanked residents for raising their road safety concerns.

Michelle asked residents to think about the value of speedwatch.  There is no issue sending 1,000’s of 1st warning letters, the concerns come with 2nd letters, Police visits and then enforcement.  Speedwatch acts as a gentle reminder to motorists – regular sessions will produce results.

One new volunteer came forward.

Chairman thanked Michelle for her attendance and all of the details provided.

4. Chairman introduced Sir Gavin Williamson.  Sir Gavin told his mother he was coming along to Brocton this evening, she is a Parish Clerk and told him that he would be speaking to 1 resident.

He offered huge thanks to all those who make Brocton village special – Parish Cllrs, volunteers, VH committee members, etc

There has been lots of change over the past few years.  Boundary changes, from 2024 sees him now representing Stone, Great Wyrley and Penkridge, whereas he had previously represented constituencies in the southern part of the County.  As residents you are welcome to visit my offices in Stone and Penkridge.

Sir Gavin touched on the mobile phone reception in the village, he knows this is not good, has raised this with the mobile phone companies, not had a good response but will continue to pursue this.  Competition rules have been relaxed, operators need to come together and have one mast, to serve the area.

Potholes are the biggest issue in his inbox.  Does anyone know the origin of potholes? Potters would dig seams in roads to get clay, which have become ‘potholes’ today.  He accepts that when potholes are reported they seem to disappear into a black hole, he has received complaints from SCC, as the MP who writes to them the most often to complain.
Latest conversation with SCC and SBC seem to all be about local government reorganisation – no constituencies have asked for this.  Focus now seems to be about ‘will I have a job’.  Plan for West Mids Police force, will be a regional Police force – they will lead, but concern is that local communities will lose out.  There are some exciting opportunities as well, if I can help in supporting your community, please ask.

In all my 16 yrs as an MP, I want to serve the people/community.  I have visited Brocton rummage sales.  I thank all of those who put in countless hours for their community.  

Resident advised Sir Gavin of a situation where an ambulance was needed in an emergency, the mobile signal was so poor that the call handler could not hear him, can you take this on board?

Sir Gavin responded to say that Brocton is a village where lots of activities take place and accidents can happen, there is no technical reason why Brocton can’t have good mobile coverage and accepted it can be an issue of life and death.

Resident asked Sir Gavin what his opinion on potholes was – if we had more would this slow the traffic down?

There are better ways to slow down the traffic, speeding is no excuse, if you drive at 30mph, drivers often try to ‘kiss your bumper’.  You only need 1 idiot to cause problems.  He accepted that the crossroads is a scary junction, believes it needs an engineering solution, which should be looked into.
Sir Gavin referred to the accident data that had been gathered by the Parish Council and noted that there seems to be a disparity between what data is held by the Police and what is held by the Parish Council. If the Police have attended accidents in the village, why is this not recorded by the Police?  He agreed to raise this issue with SCC and the Police.

Resident advised that near misses at the junction are also an issue, its not just the accidents.  Sir Gavin accepted this and believes that some drivers are confused by the junction. 

Potholes at the village green were raised, these are really deep and dangerous, not only for motorists, but for pedestrians too.  It was noted that electric cars are approx. 30% heavier than other cars and do have an impact upon the roads – the accumulation of these, along with tractors, climate change, increased rainfall – all damages the roads.

There is an odd litter issue in the village and on the Chase.  Dog owners pick up after their dogs, put the poo in a bag and then leave the bag, either on a tree or throw it into the Chase.

Sir Gavin advised that if there is a particular area that is a real problem, then signage can help – approach SBC with a specific area for support.  Email Sir Gavin who agreed to contact Tim Clegg – SBC Chief Executive to enquire what can be done about this.
Final comments:

Chairman of Parish Council asked residents to inform Parish Clerk of accidents/near misses at crossroads.

Ben advised that a feasibility study has been scheduled to be carried out on A34 from Wildwood to Brocton.

Sir Gavin requested copy of accident data as complied by Parish Council – Clerk to provide.

The Chairman thanked Ben and Michelle for joining us, along with Sir Gavin and for responding to the questions raised in such an informative manner. 
No further business was raised.
Meeting finished at 9.00pm
Refreshments were enjoyed.
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