
                                                                                  Minutes of meeting on 1.4.2026

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 1 April 2026, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.

Councillors who attended meeting: 
Chairman Cllr R Bates, Cllrs J Howell (Vice Chairman), Mrs A Pugh and Mrs B Smith.
SCC Cllr Mrs A Edgeller and SBC Cllr P Edgeller.

42/26
APOLOGIES: Cllrs Mr L Brownlow – on holiday.  Cllr Mrs G Thomson was absent due to illness.  Cllr Mrs E Faunch – work commitments/holiday.  Clerk Mrs J Davies was absent due to illness.  It was resolved to accept the Apologies as received.

43/26
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no members of the public were in attendance.

44/26
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
45/26
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4 March 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record.

46/26
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED: 
a. 32/26a - Local Government reorganisation.  Clerk submitted response to consultation, as agreed by Council on 4.3.26, on 17.3.2026.

b. 34/26a – Standing Orders.  Clerk has added updated Standing Orders onto Parish Council website.

c. 39/26a – Grass cutting.  Clerk has advised SCC of continuation of grass cutting within the Parish for 2026/27.

47/26
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised that wall around property on Sawpit Lane is being reviewed by SCC Highways. Bridges on Baswich Lane will be closed in August for gas repairs to take place.  SCC vehicle count at Brocton crossroads has been provided to Chairman and Clerk, via email – this will be raised with the Police, Fire & Rescue and Crime Commissioner at the Annual Parish meeting, details of numbers of collisions, as collated by the Parish Council, will also be made available at the meeting for further discussion.
Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised of funding streams that will be available from Stafford Borough Council, for play park refurbishments; grass cutting and planting.  It was resolved the Clerk will establish contact details from Cllr Mrs Edgeller and pursue these opportunities.
Action - Clerk

48/26
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller advised that SBC Planning are aware of a potential planning application for the 1st property on Brocton Crescent, which may be for houses.  
See details at 47/26a above for possible funding opportunities. 
49/26
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

a. Item not discussed due to absence of Clerk.  Clerk will provide update at May meeting.
Action - Clerk

50/26
PLANNING MATTERS
a. No new Planning Applications received.

b. Neighbourhood Plan – this was discussed and Cllrs agreed a separate sub-Committee will need to be set up, possibly to include volunteers – ‘call for support’ to be circulated via social media.  It was resolved to link up with other Parish Councils where possible, with a NP, in a National Landscape area (previously AONB).
c. Details, as provided by SBC Strategic Planning, were made available to Council.  It was noted the Clerk had verified the details, which were agreed by all Cllrs present.  Clerk to inform SBC accordingly.
Action - Clerk
51/26
PLAYING FIELD

a. Inspection Report received, holes in perimeter hedge, as highlighted were noted – consideration of replacement of fencing to be explored.  It was resolved the Clerk will investigate this matter further. 
Action - Clerk 
b. Cllrs considered quote for cleaning work, as provided by Ratcliffe cleaners, it was resolved that arrangements will be made for the following to be cleaned: entrance footpath; play equipment and safety tiles only, at a Net cost of £220.00.  Clerk to be requested to make the arrangements.

Action – Clerk 
c. Cllrs discussed applying for a Public Works loan to help fund the play park improvements and it was resolved the Clerk will pursue this and keep the Council updated.  No amount of loan was agreed.

Action - Clerk

52/26
CLERKS REPORT

Clerk was absent, Cllrs reviewed Report provided:

a. Neighbourhood Plan – it was resolved there may be value in speaking directly with National Landscapes, SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller agreed to follow this up on behalf of the Parish Council at Cannock Chase National Landscape Annual Conference on 3.6.2026.
Action – SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller

b. End of Year Audit arrangements were noted.
53/26
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

a. Final arrangements agreed as follows: Cllrs Bates and Mrs Smith to provide flapjacks/brownies, Clerk to purchase tea, coffee, milk, juice and all to arrive for 7.00pm to help with room set up.  Attendance of Sir Gavin Williamson, MP, to be followed up.
Action – Clerk and Cllrs
54/26
FINANCE

a. Accounts as presented, were noted and approved for payment.
b. Update for Year End Reserves, for 31.3.2026, were noted and approved, as follows: Community Events Fund revised to £1,376.91, following expenditure for Easter community event.  No other changes made.  
55/26
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. It was resolved to keep events as already planned for 2026 and monitor take up, to see if still viable for next year
Action –all Cllrs
b. Brocton in Bloom – ongoing.
c. Berkswich Parish Summer Fete was discussed. It was resolved to find out more details, timings, what we need to provide (gazebo) – Cllr Bates to contact Fete organiser.  Plans for play park improvements to be made available, copies of latest Paper Chase to be provided – if new edition not available in time for event, Clerk to arrange for an additional 20 copies of the Spring copy to be printed.  It was resolved that any profit from activities arranged on the day, will be given to the Fete organiser for the Parish Fete general fund.
Action – Cllr Bates and Clerk

56/26
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Community Speedwatch – Cllrs noted that speedwatch dates have now been arranged.
b. Village Gateways – to be considered at a future meeting.
Action - Clerk

c. Hedge along Sawpit Lane, by golf club houses and Bank Farm, is looking untidy and encroaching onto the road, it was resolved to request the Clerk writes to the landowner to tidy up the hedge – Cllr Mrs Edgeller can provide the landowner contact details.
Action – Clerk

d. Litter pick – 21 bags of rubbish were collected, which Streetscene have removed.

57/26
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Mayor’s Civic Dinner – 29 April 2026.  Details available from Clerk. 

b. Cannock Chase National Landscape Annual Conference – 3 June 2026, Aquarius Ballroom, Hednesford, Cannock.  Details available from Clerk.  Cllrs requested resident be advised of meeting.

Action - Clerk

c. Free Support for Self-Funding Older Adults in the Parish. Details will be provided at the meeting.  This was considered by Cllrs, who wished to clarify how they operate and if they are a business.

Action - Clerk

d. Donation request from Staffordshire Search & Rescue Team.  Details were provided at the meeting.  Donation of £100.00 was approved, Clerk to arrange.  Donation details to be included in next Paper Chase.  Possible attendee at 2027 Annual Parish meeting, Clerk to explore.
Action - Clerk

58/26
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Brocton in Bloom – Cllr Mrs Pugh
b. Neighbourhood Plan – all Cllrs
c. Park improvements – Cllr Mrs Faunch
d. Berkswich Parish Fete – all Cllrs

Meeting finished at 9.02pm
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