
                                                                                  Minutes of meeting on 6.5.2026

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 6 May 2026, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.50pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Chairman Cllr R Bates, Cllrs Mrs E Faunch, Mrs A Pugh, Mrs B Smith, Mrs G Thomson and L Brownlow.
SCC Cllr Mrs A Edgeller and SBC Cllr P Edgeller.

64/26
APOLOGIES: Cllr Mr J Howell – personal commitment.  It was resolved to accept the Apology as received.

65/26
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – no members of the public were in attendance.

66/26
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. No Declarations of Interest were declared.
67/26
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1 April 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record.

68/26
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED: 
a. 51/26b – cleaning work at play park.  Request was made to Ratcliffe Cleaners on 22.4.26 to carry out work as approved.  Clerk advised that Ratcliffe had confirmed work would be completed w/c 11 May 2026.
b. 55/26b – Brocton in Bloom. Clerk advised that SCC had confirmed that request for Draft Licence had been submitted to SCC’s Legal Department on 22.4.26.  
69/26
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised the Cllrs’ concerns about the wall around the property on Sawpit Lane and the potential damage to the tarmac surface have been raised with SCC Highways – no update received to date.  Cllr Mrs Edgeller has visited the site and commented that she believes no action will be taken.  All agreed to monitor the situation for any signs of future damage.
Action – Cllrs and Cllr Mrs Edgeller

The potholes along Pool Lane near the Post Office will be escalated for repair.  Cllr Mrs Faunch advised of a large pothole, on Pool Lane, on Parish boundary between Brocton and Berkswich – will email details to Cllr Mrs Edgeller for review.

Action – Cllr Mrs Faunch

A meeting has been arranged on 22 May 2026 at 7.00pm, at Stafford Boat Club regarding the South Staffs development.  There is the potential for 2,000 homes to be built, Acton Trussell Parish Council will be in attendance, if successful this could impact significantly upon the roads in Brocton.  The proposed housing development at Radford Bank will also be discussed.
Cllr Brownlow asked how long the traffic lights on the A34 would remain in place for?  Cllr Mrs Edgeller advised she was not sure.

Minute Ref 56/26c – Clerk asked for update on contact details of landowner.  Cllr Mrs Edgeller has tried to obtain these, but without success to date.  It was noted that the hedge continues to be a concern, Cllr Bates advised a tree had already fallen over, albeit away from the road, and commented that the matter needs to be dealt with as soon as possible, to avoid any further encroachment onto the road.  Cllr Mrs Edgeller agreed to follow this up as a priority and update the Clerk accordingly. 

Action – Cllr Mrs Edgeller
Clerk enquired if Cllr Mrs Edgeller would agree to support the Parish Council with an application to her Community Fund for the play park improvements.  This was approved by Cllr Mrs Edgeller and a sum of £500 was suggested.  Clerk to prepare to apply accordingly, once the process is open.
Action – Cllr Mrs Edgeller and Clerk
There was a discussion about S106 funding for the play park improvements, which the Clerk has been investigating with SBC Officers, on the advice of Cllr Mrs Edgeller.  Clerk advised that it is looking unlikely there will be any money available, Cllr Mrs Edgeller expressed some surprise at this and agreed to seek clarification from the SBC Officers.

Action – Cllr Mrs Edgeller

70/26
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller advised there has been no progress on the planning application for the property on Brocton Crescent.  Advised Cllrs to monitor the situation and raise any concerns.  There are no further updates, it is very quiet on the planning front.
71/26
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

a. Clerk reminded Cllrs of all of the information that had been provided, by email on 22 March and 31 March 2026, for their information.  Advice from SPCA is that the LGR review will impact the Parish Council sector, details are currently scant. Neighbourhood Governance is being reviewed, the Secretary of State has powers to ‘define neighbourhood areas’ and set criteria for governance arrangements – no details have been issued.  SPCA, working jointly with West Midlands authorities, have requested support for Neighbourhood Governance, by writing to our MP – Cllrs agreed to support this action, Clerk to progress.
Action - Clerk

72/26
PLANNING MATTERS
a. No new Planning Applications received.

b. Neighbourhood Plan – after discussion Cllrs agreed to call for representation for proposed sub-Committee membership from residents, via the Paper Chase – article to inform residents that questionnaire will be sent out to each household asking, ‘what they would like’ in due course.  It was agreed the Clerk will approach Cllr McKeown to ask for support with the setting up of the sub-Committee, at the initial stages. It was resolved the Clerk will only be required to provide support at the end of the process.  Cllr Mrs Thomson advised she was willing to be a member of the sub- Committee.
Action - Clerk

73/26
PLAYING FIELD

a. Inspection Report for April received from Cllr Mrs Smith.  Holes in perimeter hedge were discussed.  Cllr Bates presented 2 options/quotes received from fencing contractor.  After discussion, it was resolved to progress with Option 1 – chain link fencing, installed within the existing hedge.  Net Cost for this work was noted and approved as £3754.00.   Working party date agreed as Sat, 12.9.2026, to help clear debris under hedge, in preparation for fence to be installed w/c 21.9.2026, subject to contractors’ availability. Dates would ensure no disruption to bird nesting season. Clerk to contact contractor accordingly and aim to secure quoted price. 

Action – Clerk and Cllrs 

Cllr Mrs Pugh commented on an increase in the number of dogs being taken into the park.  It was noted they are kept on a lead; however, they should not be in the park.  Cllrs agreed to order 2 new signs for display in the park.  Cllr Mrs Faunch to provide details to Clerk, who will order these accordingly. 

Action – Cllr Mrs Faunch and Clerk
Recent tragic incident at Holmcroft park was discussed and Cllrs agreed to seek advice from TGM regarding condition of trees in play park and village green, to establish if a tree survey should be carried out – Clerk to progress and update Council at next meeting, if possible.  Cllr Bates commented on some low hanging branches, which can be removed.
Action – Clerk and Cllr Bates
b. Play Park improvements were discussed.  Cllr Mrs Faunch advised feedback from community engagement at Annual Parish Meeting was for a ground trampoline to be installed, which had been previously considered and Cllrs had agreed the risks outweighed the benefits.  No other feedback received. Cllr Mrs Smith suggested the Brownies are approached for their feedback – meeting has been scheduled for 20.7.2026, in Parish play park, when proposals can be presented and feedback invited, this was agreed.  

Council confirmed its approval to progress with the play park improvements – Kompan as the supplier. 
Cllrs discussed options for funding support: National Lottery – Clerk to commence Application and keep Council updated on progress, support from Kompan to be obtained, who can assist with disability/sustainability evidence to include in Application.
Action – Clerk
Other sources of funding to be explored: Support Staffordshire; local businesses – Chetwynd Arms, John German Estate Agents, Brocton Business Park – Cllr Mrs Smith to provide more suggestions for Clerk to follow up.

Action – Clerk and Cllr Mrs Smith
74/26
CLERKS REPORT
a. End of Year Audit 2025/26 has now been completed with Internal Auditor – Documents and Reports to be presented at June meeting.
b. Clerk advised current Minute Book for storage of Parish Council Minutes is almost full.  New Minute Book costs £173.00.  It was agreed this was an unnecessary expense and there are other, less expensive options, for the storage of Minutes (which have to be kept indefinitely).  Cllr Mrs Smith proposed a solution that is used by her employer, an example will be brought to the next meeting for Cllrs to consider.
Action – Cllr Mrs Smith

c. Attendance at the Annual Parish Meeting was discussed and it was generally agreed that the invite cards, delivered to all households, were valuable in getting residents to attend.  Council was very pleased with turnout. Cllr Brownlow commented that overall, the meeting was excellent and proposed that at the end of the next meeting, the Chairman does a round up of all of the work that the Parish Council has completed/been involved in over the year – this was agreed as a very good idea.  Cllr Mrs Faunch proposed refreshments were provided at the beginning of the meeting, with residents coming along from 7.00pm/7.15pm, with meeting to start at 7.30pm – this was agreed.  Cllr Mrs Pugh commented that the balance of speakers worked well.  Invited speaker for 2027 meeting was proposed as representatives from Staffordshire Search & Rescue Team, which was agreed – Clerk to follow up.
Action - Clerk

75/26
FINANCE

a. Accounts as presented, were noted and approved for payment.
b. AGAR 2025-26: 
· Certification of Exemption for 2025-26 was approved and signed accordingly.  Clerk to continue to progress AGAR 2025-26 and update full Council in due course.
Action - Clerk

· Period of Public Rights, as presented by Clerk: 9 June – 20 July 2026, was approved.  Clerk to publish details on Parish Council website and in Parish Notice Boards from 8 June 2026.
Action - Clerk

76/26
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Future events - no discussion – standing item on Agenda, for update as/when required.
b. Brocton in Bloom - see Minute Ref 68/26b above.  It was noted that the Application for a Licence to Plant was submitted to SCC at the beginning of October 2025 and it is disappointing that it is taking SCC’s Legal Department so long to provide the DRAFT Licence to Plant.  Clerk advised Cllr Mrs Pugh to consider what bulbs/plants will be purchased, so that a request for money, from the Parish Council, can be presented for review.
Action – Cllr Mrs Pugh

c. Berkswich Parish Summer Fete was discussed.  The Parish Council agreed to provide some sweets for prizes for the activity being hosted by the Parish Council at this event. Further discussions to take place at the June Parish Council meeting. 
Action – all Cllrs

77/26
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Village Gateways – it was agreed to move this to a further meeting.
Action - Clerk
78/26
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Invitation to Shakespear Gala Night – performance of Richard III on Wednesday, 24 June 2026 was received.  This was noted.
b. BBC Casting Call – Community Heritage items on Need of Restoration.  Cllrs felt this may be of benefit to the Golf Club and it was agreed the Clerk will forward the email onto them for their consideration.
Action - Clerk

79/26
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Play Park funding/improvements – all Cllrs
b. Berkswich Parish Summer Fete – all Cllrs
c. Brocton crossroads and CCTV – Cllr Brownlow
d. AGAR 2025/26 – Clerk and all Cllrs
Meeting finished at 9.50pm
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