
                                                                                  Minutes of meeting on 2.9.2026

Minutes of Meeting of Brocton Parish Council held on Wednesday, 2 September 2026, at Brocton Village Hall, Old Acre Lane, Brocton.  Meeting commenced at 7.30pm.
Councillors who attended meeting: 
Chair Cllr R Bates, Vice Chair Cllr J Howell, Cllrs Mrs E Faunch and Mrs A Pugh.
115/26
APOLOGIES: Cllr Mrs B Smith – work commitment.  Cllr Mrs G Thomson – family commitment.  Cllr Brownlow – personal holiday. SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller and SBC Cllr Edgeller – on holiday.  It was resolved to accept the Apologies as received.

116/26
PUBLIC OPEN SESSION – 1 member of the public attended.  No specific matters to raise: attended Parish Annual meeting, has signed up for community speedwatch, attended training and now waiting for dates to attend session in village.
117/26
DECLARATION OF INTEREST

a. None.
118/26
MINUTES APPROVED
a. Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 1 July 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record.
b. Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1 July 2026 were approved and signed as a correct record.
119/26
MATTERS TO BE UPDATED: 
a. 103/26b – weight of loaded/unloaded tractors through village.  Vice Chair Cllr Howell advised it is very difficult to get vehicle registration numbers, which was noted.  Cllrs discussed where tractors were going to: Tixall, along Holdiford Rd was suggested.  Clerk advised Cllrs of discussions between SCC, Ingestre with Tixall Parish Council and Berkswich Parish Council regarding investigations for an HGV Order along Holdiford Rd and agreed to raise this matter with SCC again.  Chair Cllr Bates to follow up matter with Community Speedwatch.  
Action – Clerk and Chair Cllr Bates

b. 103/26e – Gritting bin response to SCC. To receive clarification of bins on Brook Lane from Cllr Mrs Thomson.  Matter discussed, as Cllr Mrs Thomson was not present, all Cllrs agreed to inform SCC there was only 1 grit bin on Brook Lane.

Action - Clerk

c. 108/26b – potential funding for kissing gate.  Matter to be followed up by Clerk.  
Action - Clerk
d. 108/26b – overgrown footpaths in village.  Golf club asked to, and have agreed to, inspect and cut back any overgrowth on public footpath alongside golf club, off Sawpit Lane.  No reports made to SCC Rights of Way.  Cllr Mrs Pugh agreed to check which footpaths are overgrown, inform Clerk, who will update SCC Rights of Way team.

Action – Cllr Mrs Pugh and Clerk

e. 109/26a – Parish Council Minutes.  Clerk has taken these to SCC’s Archive’s for storage.

f. 109/26b – trees in play park. Clerk tabled full meeting details/Report. See Minute Ref 124/26b below. 
120/26
COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
a. Cllr Mrs Edgeller was not in attendance.
121/26
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT

a. Cllr Edgeller was not in attendance.
122/26
LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION

a. Clerk referred Cllrs to email request from SPCA, sent 6.8.26, titled ‘Call for Evidence.  This was discussed and it was resolved the Clerk will review details provided by SPCA, compile some ideas for Cllrs consideration and add this to the October Agenda for further consideration. 
Action - Clerk
123/26
PLANNING MATTERS – no new Planning Applications received. 
a. Vice Chair Cllr Howell raised previous Planning Application for Manor Farm, Cannock Road, Brocton and suggested that some of the building may have been listed.  Clerk advised SBC Planning had been informed accordingly.  Cllr Mrs Faunch confirmed that this was not the case.  
b. Planning Application for Crescent Cottage, Brocton Crescent was discussed, which had been demolished – SBC Enforcement were aware and it was resolved to raise the matter with SBC Cllr Edgeller at a further meeting.
Action – Clerk
c. Parish Council Neighbourhood Plan – after discussion, it was resolved the starting point should be the preparation of a questionnaire for residents to complete: a separate working party was needed to progress this.  Clerk to create specific flyer, to invite interested residents to attend a Neighbourhood Planning meeting, ideally to take place in mid-October – Chair Cllr Bates to check availability of village hall.  Residents’ questionnaire to be delivered in Spring 2027. Interested volunteer to be informed of this decision.
Action – Chair Cllr Bates and Clerk

124/26
PLAYING FIELD

a. Clerk reminded all Cllrs that the July Inspection Report had been shared with them, via email, on 29.7.2026 – no issues identified. Cllr Mrs Faunch commented on the amount of deer poo in the park. Clerk advised the Inspection Report for August had not been received.   
b. Play Park improvements were discussed and arrangements for working party on 12.9.26 were agreed.  Clerk provided Report following meeting with Arboriculturist – Rob Keyzor, details attached as Appendix A.  Cllrs approved purchase of appropriate weedkiller for base of trees, as advised by Arboriculturist – Chair Cllr Bates to arrange. It was agreed to review purchase of mulch for base of trees later.  Clerk to remind all Cllrs of arrangements for working party on 12.9.26.  Clerk provided update on applications for funding - £500 to be donated by Golf Club, which Cllrs were very grateful for.  Clerk to progress this with General Manager and keep Council informed.  Application to Stafford Borough Council was unsuccessful, Clerk has been advised Parish Councils not eligible to apply. 
Action - Clerk

125/26
CLERKS REPORT
a. Paper Chase – new logo.  There was some delay in getting the new Parish Council logo added to the front cover of the Paper Chase, but this has been resolved and will now be used as a permanent front cover feature.
b. Electronic payments to HMRC has been explored and finally resolved.  Payments will now be made via BACS.
126/26
FINANCE

a. Accounts as presented, were noted and approved for payment.
b. Donation to Royal British Legion was discussed and a donation of £40.00 was approved, Clerk to progress.  Parish Poppies for Remembrance Day are being donated by SCC Cllr Mrs Edgeller.
Action – Clerk
c. Internal Auditor appointment for 2026/27 was discussed and the appointment of the independent Auditor K Squires was approved.  Clerk to progress as necessary.
Action – Clerk

d. Clerk presented details of NJC Pay Award for 2026, which was accepted and approved to be backdated to 1.4 2026. Clerk to make necessary arrangements for payment of Arrears owing and update salary Standing Order from 1 September 2026.
e. Budget Planning for 2027/28 was discussed.  Cllrs Mrs Faunch, Mrs Pugh and Vice Chair Howell to attend Budget Planning meeting on 9.11.26.  Cllrs Mrs Smith, Mrs Thomson and Brownlow to progress Clerk’s Appraisal for 2026 – Clerk to complete Appraisal form and send to Cllrs.
Action – Cllrs and Clerk

f. Clerk updated Cllrs on details received from Co-operative Bank regarding proposed transfer of business to Coventry Building Society, which was noted.  Cllrs queried if this would affect current payment arrangements that were in place.  This is unknown at present, Clerk will monitor future communications, progress of transfer and update Coucnil as/when required.

Action - Clerk

127/26
COMMUNITY EVENTS

a. Chair Cllr Bates reminded all Cllrs of Parish Litter Pick – 27.9.26.  Clerk confirmed details have been sent to volunteers. 

b. Halloween date agreed as 31.10.26, pumpkins to be arranged at October meeting.  Clerk advised details have been included in September edition of Paper Chase. 
c. Brocton in Bloom – Clerk advised Licence to Plant has been approved and signed.  Cllr Mrs Pugh provided details of bulbs for planting:  1,000 daffodil bulbs from Boston Bulbs cost £76 or £84 for mixed daffodil bulbs.  Planting time is between Sept and Nov.  More volunteers will be needed and it was agreed ‘call for volunteers’ will be added to reverse of flyer for Neighbourhood Plan.  Expenditure of up to £100 was approved, Cllr Mrs Pugh to provide details to Clerk for ordering.
Action – Cllr Mrs Pugh and Clerk

128/26
CANNOCK CHASE/VILLAGE MATTERS

a. Chase Road was discussed.  Clerk updated Council of request for interview from BBC – Chair Cllr Bates and Vice Chair Cllr Howell to meet with Reporter. Vice Chair Cllr Howell advised barrier installed to close access during fires has now been removed and cars are using road again. There were lots of visitors on evening of eclipse, not many cars using road during the daytime.  Whatever the final decisions are will require proper signage and communication.  Future closures may be needed during period of extreme heat to manage wildfires.  Vehicle counters have been installed and should provide some useful data.  Chairman of SCC – Martin Murray, will be meeting with owners of Brocton Nurseries, Chair Cllr Bates hopes to attend this meeting and will update Council in due course.
b. Local Plan, walking group – to be considered in October.

c. Social Media – to be considered in October.

129/26
CORRESPONDENCE

a. Mayor's Charity Appeal 2026/27 - Ladies Charity Lunch - Thursday 22 October 2026.  Details available from the Clerk.
b. Mayor's Charity Appeal 2026/27 - Charity Harvest Hoedown - Saturday 3 October 2026.  Details available from the Clerk.
c. Invitation to Staffordshire Parish Councils’ Association: Eighty-seventh Annual General Meeting and Local Council Conference, 23.11.26 in Uttoxeter.  Details available from the Clerk.
d. Staffordshire Search & Rescue - Drone Funding Update June 2026.  Clerk provided details of thank you letter received, which was noted. 
130/26
ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA
a. Play Park funding/improvements – all Cllrs
b. Social Media – Cllr Mrs Thomson
c. Local Plan – working group – Cllr Mrs Thomson

d. Community Events – all Cllrs
e. Brocton in Bloom – Cllr Mrs Pugh
f. Fire hazards/bracken cutting – Vice Chair Cllr Howell
Meeting finished at 9.50pm
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